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Radium of the Soul 
By Daisy M. Moore 


ORE precious far than priceless radium 
The life God gives to each; 
Yet gives he to them both a vital power + 
Affecting aught they reach. 


There emanates from off man’s daily life, 
Beyond his ken or will, 
An influence one cannot mete or weigh, 


For good or ill. 


Not to himself alone lives any man, 
But to humanity ; 

He may not check its action, but can choose 
What power his shall be. 


Hindered or helped are all who walk life’s way 
With you, or near your gate; 

You are the radium, and yours the choice 
What you shall radiate ! 


-™ A woman... behind him, and touched the hem of his garment: 
. and the woman was mate whole from Met 


that hour” ( 9: 20-22) 








Better than Being a Blessing 


We sometimes long to be a blessing to others. 
But we can do better than that. A Christian man, 
realizing keenly his failures in his home life, was 
asking God that he might be made such a blessing in 
his own family as he never yet had been. As he 
prayed, he was led to change his prayer, and ask God 
to make him, not a blessing, but such a channel of 
blessing as he had never. yet been; for he realized 
that only Christ, not himself, could give the blessing. 
And then he was led to change his prayer once more; 


this time he asked Christ to make him such a channel 
for the Blesser in his own home as he never yet had 
been. And with that last prayer he was satisfied; 
for that alone satisfies the heart of Christ. What 
our Lerd Jesus longs above all to be permitted by us 
to do is to give through us, not his blessings, but 


Himself. 
ya 


The Brook In the Way 


By himself “tasting” death for all men Christ 
made it possible to destroy death, In the wonderful 
imagery of the 110th’ Psalm the Holy Spirit says that 
“He drank of the brook in the way.” In traveling 
the roadway of the everlasting ages, it became need- 
ful for Christ to cross the dark stream of death that 
the arch-enemy had caused to flow across his path. 
It meant stooping low to drink of this brook. It 
was sadly in the way, in God’s way and in man’s way; 
and only unless God’s Son should drink of it could it 
ever be taken out of the way. It was a raging brook, 
too. Oh, that terrible death on Calvary! One well- 
known translator has it thus, “Of the torrent in the 
way will he drink.” We, too, bearing the reproach of 
Christ, must drink of this same brook; but because 

esus drank of the waters of humiliation, being 
‘made sin” and suffering death, therefore will he lift 
up his head in exaltation, and then will be fulfilled 
that other poetic statement about: him in the third 
verse of this 110th Psalm, “The splendors of holiness 
out of the womb of the dawn, to thee shall spring 
forth the dew of thy youth.” (Rotherham). Does 
not this word of inspiration tell us that the Man of 
Galilee, who has drunk dry the brook of death that 
flowed out of the spring of sin, is still a young man, 
and out of the womb of the dawn of the coming 
golden age we shall see him in the beauty and 
strength of his manhood, in the very dew of his 


youth? 
x 
Turning Our Backs 


Facing the enemy whom we must fight may be 
good tactics if he is flesh and blood. But “we 
wrestle not against flesh and blood.” There are some 
things—and persons—we must turn our backs upon. 
God has put our sins behind his back (Isa. 38:17), 
removing our transgressions from us “as far as the 
east is from the west.” In a recent number of The 
Sunday School Times was published the incident of 
the old professor of mathematics, converted to 


ne 


Christ, who attempted to figure how far the east 
was from the west, and discovered to his joy that it 
was immeasurable. A reader of the Times used the 
illustration in teaching a lesson; and one of the 
members of the class made the comment that that 
was “all right as long as you had your face toward 
the east, and had the east to represent the Saviour; 
but when you turn your back to the Saviour and face 
the other way the west is right before you, and temp- 
tation is ever at hand.” Then he went on to say that 
“the devil is the only antagonist you can fight with 
a0 back to him; but that is the only way to fight 

im,—your back toward him, and your face to the 
Saviour.” That is sound Scripture and sound spirit- 
ual tactics. We are to resist the devil “steadfast in 
the faith” (1 Pet. 5:9); and that is done, not by 
looking at him, but by “looking unto Jesus the au- 
thor and perfecter of our faith” (Heb. 12:2). Our 
fight should be always “the good fight of faith”: 
facing Christ that He may do all the fighting. 


x” 
Blessings of Doubt 


A doubting spirit is one of the real safeguards of 
Christian living if it is used right. Every young 
college student needs it as he plunges into the atmos- 
phere of question and denial that envelops many of 
our higher institutions of learni.g. Yet he must be 
careful what and whom he doubts, At the recent 
midwinter Victorious Life Conference in Philadel- 
phia, Dr. Griffith Thomas quoted a timely word of 
warning on doubting: “Let us doubt our doubts and 
believe our beliefs. Let us not make the mistake of 
doubting our beliefs and believing our doubts.” Some 
of our colleges and seminaries to-day (not to mention 
our churches, our homes, and our own hearts) need a 
great baptism of skepticism. Not skepticism regarding 
the Word of God that is “forever settled in heaven,” 
of which every expression is tried and nothing is to 
be added to nor taken from it (Prov. 30:5, 6); not 
skepticism concerning the faith once for all deliv- 
ered to the saints and tested and found pure under 
every trial for thousands of years. The skepticism 
that is needed is an ever-present armor of doubt 
against every plausible suggestion of Satan: his new 
theology, his lies labeled “science,” his false tidings 
of the goodness of man, his reconstructed Bible in- 
spired by evolution, all of them sugar-coated poison. 
Above all, let us doubt and turn from every evidence 
of self that crops up in mind or body and look unto 
Jesus in unwavering, nothing-doubting faith. 


we 


Killing Initiative 


others are being better treated than ourselves. 

To some natures especially it is apt to seem 
that others have been more favorably placed than 
themselves, or that they have been better endowed, or 
that good fortune has always lighted upon others 
more than on themselves, More or less natural to 
everybody, this feeling grows in some to such an 
extent as to spoil their lives; and at last t cy find 
themselves watching too narrowly and suspicious! 
the welfare of others, and more and more taking all 
their signs from other people’s good fortune and less 
and less from God himself, who is the giver of every 
good and perfect gift. ‘ 

Two ministers met in a Philadelphia bookstore 
where the new theological books were displayed. 
One of them was eager over the latest volume of 
splendid sermons, and commended them to the other, 
who replied that all that was just as fascinating to 
him as it was to anybody, but that he had to leave 
them alone because they killed his initiative. Seeing 
how well somebody else did something made him 
wish to do just the same thing or else discouraged 
him in what he could do. And so, though it was a 
deprivation, he turned aside from it all so as to make 
the utmost of what he had in himself. Putting him- 
self thoroughly into what he had to do he made some 
headway; but he found that constant looking over 
the other man’s task took away from his power. — It 
Was a noble renunciation. Many have not the hu- 


Met salety is often caused by the belief that 
é 


mility to make it, but they examine everybody else’s 
work and success until at last they have no heart 
to do anything. = 

The very best meet with this temptation. Shakes- 
peare said there were times when he lost all courage 
by comparing his work with others’.. Tennyson was 
so impressed with the greater power of the poet 
Bailey (now hardly heard of) that in comparison 
with him he felt himself to be a mere sparrow chirp- 
‘ing in a hedge-row. And Matthew Arnold records 
in the poem on “Self-Dependence” how too-great con- 
cern about the powers of others had quite taken away 
all confidence in his own gifts. He tells how he re- 
covered. It was by looking at the .tars: 


“ And with joy the stars perform their shining, 

And the sea its long moon-silver’d roll; 

For self-poised they live, nor pine with noting 
All the fever of some differing soul. 

Bounded by themselves, and unregardful 
In what state God’s other works may be, 

In their own tasks all their powers pouring, 
These attain the mighty life you see.” 


Then he went back to take up his own task. No other 
man could do it, and he could do no other man’s. 

This is a time when so much is said about method, 
and so many successes are being published that one 
may spend almost his whole time reading about how 
well other people do things. And the more he reads 
the less he does. 

There is a better way of doing. Luke gave it, un- 
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der inspiration, when he wrote, “Forasmuch as many 
have taken in hand to draw up a narrative, .. . it 
seemed good to me also.” The successes of others 
did not make him feel that everything had been done 
and no chance left for him. There was plenty more 
to do. 

Marcus Dods has well said th t one’s own happi- 
ness must indeed be at a k ~ ebb when his thoughts 
are constantly wondering whether others are better 
off than himself. This habit corrodes the mind and 
drives peace from the heart. It makes us blind to 
the beauty which God is putting into our own let. 
No happiness: can get a chance to settle in the heart 
that is ever curiously inquiring into the happiness of 
others. And somehow it all involves the distrust of 
God’s goodness to us until at last we do not see it. 
It makes people who might have deep after deep 
of happiness, if they stayed at home and explored 
their own lot, go hurrying feverishly after the 
crowd because they are afraid others are getting some 
pleasure they are not. These vast hordes of pleas- 
ure seekers who swelter and weary out a holiday, 
going where everybody goes, simply have no initiative 
in the matter of happiness. They are at the mercy 
of everybody, and any chance influence can quite 
sweep away their joy. 

In the matter of our service we must not be for- 
ever looking about to see what way others are do- 
ing it. We may indeed feel that our gift does not 
go very far; but we must make the utmost of it, and 
believe in it, and be earnest about it. There will be 
much to make us feel that others do more or better, 
but still the heart is strengthened by the conviction 
that each of us has a real work to do, and is doing 
it modestly but with our might. 

It is not by his happening upon just the one fortu- 
nate task that a great Christian leader achieves his 
power among us, but by the fact that whatever he 
found to do seemed so well worth doing that it led on 
to something else, There are many wanderers in 
Christian work to-day who are abroad everywhere 
staring and gaping at the last successful worker, and 
all the time despising more and more the limitations 
of their own service, and becoming less and less 
effective at home. Such a one never knows what 
concentration and self-denial, what lonely, obscure, 
and unappreciated endeavor that leader lavished upon 
some piece of work just because it seemed to be his 
duty, before the world ever gave any special attention 
to it. And this wanderer has his force all played out 
and diluted, and no task ever seems big enough or 
worthy enough. He has killed off initiative by copy- 
ing other men. 

It is not safe to read too much about what other 
people have thought, or how others pray, or the 
methods of the spiritual life of others. We have our 
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Are You Having Victory 0-day? 


“ Let thy lovingkindnesses also come unto me, 
O Jehovah, 
Even thy salvation according to thy word. 
So shall I observe thy law continually 
For ever and ever. 
And I shall walk at liberty” (Psa. 119 : 41, 
44, 45). 











own life to live. We will try to keep step with other 
workers and not be eccentric or unsympathetic; we 
will learn to work with others; but we will guard 
against letting them do our work, and against our 
trying to do theirs. “What is that to thee?” Christ 
said to Simon Peter, who, when told how the lines 
of his own life were to lie became too curious about 


how it was to go with John. He did not need to. 
The heart of God and the plan of God was large 
enough to provide plenty of room for John and Peter 
and every other follower, 

And only those make the most of their lives 
who are it most constant touch with their Lord and 
Master. It always seems a slow process to go back 
to the sources, but in the end it is the swiftest thing 
to do. One may learn a good deal, of course, by 
watching other Christians and profiting by what they 
do; but there is a limit to it. We do not grow wise 
by comparing ourselves with ourselves, but one can 
learn more about what is best for him to do and 
the best way of doing it by going back to his Lord 
and putting himself in His hands afresh. No one 
can have such knowledge of what we are fit for as 
He, or such interest in our development. He does 
not kill initiative. All other masters may, And un- 
der them we become copies and uninteresting. 

As the minister in Philadelphia turned away from 

the fine sermons, because they killed initiative, and 
went back to the Bible and his own experience as 
God led him, so we have to resist many an attrac- 
tive pattern and get back to the source in Christ him- 
self and the Bible itself. The “pattern in the mount” 
is the only one that can make everybody original. 
Those who are closest to Him are sure to have the 
most development of their own lives. 
- “T have been reading,” said Edward Payson, “the 
lives of a number of _rsons of eminent usefulness, 
and I find that none of them was good for much un- 
til he had laid aside his ambition to be a great and 
notable person and had left it to God to determine 
what he was to be.” 





New Blessings Through 
Bible Correspondence Courses 


Thank you for the precious messages in the Times, as 


well as for the rich blessings received from a Bible 
Correspondence Course of which I never would have 
known but for The Sunday School Times—A New 
Jersey Reader. 


I am interested in Bible study by correspondence, 
having taken some courses already; I am looking out 
for others, and always looking for the best,—it freshens 
me up and keeps me growing.—An Oklahoma Minister. 

Will you please give me some information in regard 
to a Bible Correspondence Course,—what literature is 
needed, etc.?—An Illinois Reader. 


A Bible, and the booklets or books of the Corre- 
spondence Course that is being studied, are the only 
“literature” or tools really needed to follow a Bible 
Correspondence Course profitably. Of course other 
standard helps in Bible study can be used advan- 
tageously in connection with a Correspondence 
Course, such as a concordance, Bible dictionary, and 
the like. But the Bible itself and the printed matter 
of the course under study will give any honest stu- 
dent more blessings than can possibly be imagined 
until it has been tried. 

The three letters here published are typical of the 
letters that pour in upon the offices of the best Bible 
Correspondence Courses, in expression of gratitude 
for the new blessings God has brought into ‘lives 
through this simple, practicable, and widely used 
method of Bible study. Readers of The Sunday 
School Times who have not yet entered into such 
blessings for themselves are urged to take up such 
a course this year, There are numbers of admirable 
courses now available; the advertising columns of 
The Sunday School Times keep them constantly be- 
fore the readers of the paper, and in last week’s 
Bible Study Number several such will be found. 
Other interesting and fresh facts about the work be- 
ing done in connection with such courses were given 
in that number, on page 56. And Bible study by cor- 





respondence offers a rich field just now for the sol- 
diers and sailors of our land. 

If you ever followed any Bible Correspondence 
Course yourself, will you not write a brief letter to 
the Editor and tell what your experience was? Did 
it bring any new blessing into your life; if so, what? 
What new understanding of the Bible did it give 
you? What new methods of Bible study did it help 
you to use, or what new habits of Bible study did it 
help you to form? A word on these or any other 
results of your Bible Correspondence study, out of 
your own personal experience, will be greatly ap- 
preciated by the Editor, and may bring a blessing to 


others. 
= 
Where Are the Righteous Dead? 


Please give me your opinion, based on Scripture, of the 
place of departed spirits of the righteous. Do they go at 
once to the presence of God, or do they live in an inter- 
mediate state until the resurrection?—An Illinois Reader. 


The souls of believers at death pass immediately 
into the presence of God. Jesus said to the dying 
thief, “To-day shalt thou be with me in Paradise” 
(Luke 23: 43). The dying thief was in the presence 
of Jesus, therefore, even during those three days and 
nights in which the body of Jesus was lying in the 
tomb. Between the dissolving of “our earthly house 
of this tabernacle” and “being clothed upon with our 
house which is from heaven,” that is, our resurrec- 
tion body, there is, in a sense, an “intermediate state.” 
But to enter that state Paul said was “gain” (Phil. 
1:21). Two little boys who-had recently been robbed 
by death of their elder brother were having a royal 
good time one day, when their mother commented, 
“What a pity Robbie couldn’t share this game with 
you.” In great surprise they asked, “I«n’t Robbie 
having a better time than we are?” And this parent, 
rebuked thus by the wisdom of babes, answered, “Yes, 
indeed, he is.” Then the children were told that Paul 
realized that death meant for the Christian something 
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far better than life, for he said, “We are willing 
rather to be absent from the body, and to be at home 
with the Lord” (2 Cor. 5:8). Because when he died 
he departed to-be with Christ (Phil. 1: 23). 
’ An idea of what it is thts to find oneself in the 
very presence of the Lord may be learned from ~ 
Psalm 16:11, “In thy presence is fulness of joy; in 
thy right hand there are pleasures for evermore.” 
During Christ’s earthly life it must have been ful- 
ness of joy to be in his presence, and one of his dis- 
ciples realized this so fully that he wanted to be close 
enough to him to lay his head on his breast. - This 
must be infinitely truer now that Christ is in Para- 
dise; and the fact ought to keep us from grief over 
our departed ones, who perhaps are really pitying us 
because we spend so much time in pitying them and 
wishing that they were back to share in some of our 
little, fleeting, earthly pmoourees 

Three excellent booklets on this subject are: “The 
Dead im Christ” and “The Underworld of the Dead,” 
(Charles C. Cook, 150 Nassau Str. t, New York City, 
10 cents each); and “The Destiny of the Dead,” a 
Bible study by Robert V. Miller (five cents each, or 
fifty cents a dozen, to be had from the author, at 
Hendersonville, N. A most helpful book is 
“Progress in the Life to Come,” by Dr. James M. 
Gray (Bible Institute Colportage Association, 826 
North La Salle Street, Chicago, 40 cents). 


x 
Working or “ Letting ”? 


If it is true that Jesus Christ conquers sin, in the 
yielded life, at once, and for all time, how can you 
explain the verse in the second chapter of Philippians, 
where it speaks of “working out” our own salvation 
with fear and trembling, and that other verse: “And 
every one that hath this hope set on him, purifieth 
himself, even as he is pure’? (1 John 3: 3.)}—A Penn- 
sylvania Reader. 

Christ does offer to give victory at once, and for 
all the time that the life is yielded to him. For the 
yielded life is a continuous walk, and sin is only 
conquered while the life keeps its contact with Christ 
unbroken. And our part in doing that is simply to 
keep yielded and to keep believing. There are few 
verses that more beautifully set forth this truth than 
the verse in Philippians and the verse in First John 
which have puzzled the Pennsylvania reader. 

Philippians 2:12 should not be quoted with- 
out the words that follow in verse thirteen: “. 
work out your own salvation with fear and trem- 
bling; for it is God who worketh in you both to will 
and to work, for his good pleasure.” We are not to 
work for our salvation or victory, nor to work to at- 
tain it, we are to work out that which God has first 
worked in. A perfect parallel to the message of this 
passage is found in Matthew 5:16: “Even so let 
your light shine before men; that they may see your 
good works, and glorify your Father who is in 
heaven.” The ordinary plan that Christians try to 
follow in working out their salvation is to set the 
light going, or rather to keep it burning. But who 
lights the light? That light is the supernatural work 
of the Spirit, the resurrection life of Jesus in our 
hearts. Our part is to let it shine, and not obscure nor 
dim it. by putting the bushel of self over the light. 
We work out the salvation that God works in when 
we just “let God.” ' 

But how are we to “purify ourselves” after the pat- 
tern of the purity of our Lord Jesus Christ? Surely 
we have no power to work such a miracle as this. 
Yet we do have power to keep ourselves impure if 
we do not apply the remedy that God has provided 
for the impurity, God’s word of good tidings is that 
the blood of Jesus Christ cleanseth us from all sin. 
But we shall not share the cleansing unless we 
believe the word of good tidings. That is the only 
way we can purify ourselves. “Ye have purified your 
souls,” Peter writes to the Christians. How? “In 
your obedience to the truth” (1 Pet. 1:22). What 
truth is he speaking of? “Having been begotten 
again, not of corruptible seed, but of incorruptible, 
through the word of God which liveth and abideth 

. . and this is the word of good tidings which was 
preached unto you” (1 Pet. 1: 23, 25). 

How shall we obey the truth, in order to purify our- 
selves? Simply by believing the word of good tid- 
ings. This relation between obeying and believing is 
shown in a striking way in First Peter 2:7, 8: “For 
you therefore that believe is the preciousness: but 
for such as disbelieve, The stone which the builders 
rejected, the same was made the head of the 
corner; and, a stone of stumbling, and a rock of 
offence ; for they stumble at the word, being disobedi- 
ent.” In the old version the seventh verse is trans- 
lated: “Unto you therefore which believe he is pre- 
cious: but unto them which be disobedient ...” Their 
digobedience consisted in disbelieving, or stumbling 
at the word of good tidings. 

This is the glory of the new covenant that the 
word “obey” of the old covenant is changed to the 
word “believe” in the new covenant. It would not 
be good tidings to tell a man to obey when that is 
the very thing he has no power to do. But to tell 
him to believe that the supernatural power to obey 
will be given him—that is glad tidings indeed. And 
that is what Christ offers to every Christian. 
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~ What Does Jerusalem’s Capture Mean ? 


inhabitant of earth 


By David Baron 


Of the Hebrew Christian Testimony to 
Israel, London, England 
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Jewish writer, “which like the sudden burst 
of sunshine dim the eyes from seeing all other 
objects.” Such was the effect of the announcement, 
on December 10, 1917, that General Allenby, having 
already driven out the Turks from Beersheba, Gaza, 
Jaffa, Hebron, and elsewhere, had captured Jeru- 
salem, “the queen of the cities of the world”; and 
that this epoch-making victory, “which has stirred 
the emotions of countless millions of Jews, Chris- 
tians, and Moslems throughout the world, had been 
achieved without so much as a stone of the holy city 
itself being scratched or an inch of its soil destroyed.” 
hen we remember the terrible experiences of 
Jerusalem in many of its former sieges and captures 
Egyptians, Assyrians, Babylonians, Greeks, 
Romans, Parthians, Arabs, Crusaders, and Turks, it 
does indeed redound to the glory of the British arms 
that this most venerated place on earth “should come 
through the ordeal of battle unharmed by even the 
disturbance of-a particle of its ancient dust.” 

For all the world, and those who inhabit it, it is 
an event of first-class importance. “It is one of those 
occurrences which, view it how we will, invest it with 
what we will of conception, idealism, and fact, yet 
is bound to strike us as bearing within it more than 
we can contemplate.” And it is not because of its 
military importance that the news of the capture of 
this comparatively small city, with its for the most 
part poverty-stricken, cosmopolitan population of not 
more than 80,000 all told, sent such a thrill through- 
out the earth, but because it is rightly regarded by 
the whole world as a great moral and spiritual event. 
It is this aspect of it, and not so much its military 
or political importance, which has laid hold of the 
thoughts and imaginations of men. It is because of 
what Jerusalem stands for, its wonderful history, the 
solemn and sacred associations which center around 
it, which formed the keynote of the numberless lead- 
ing and special articles on the subject of even the 
secular press of Great Britain. 


Of Mighty Import to the Exiled Nation 
In the words of the Editor of The Jewish Chron- 


icle : - 
“The capture of Jerusalem illumines with the pic- 
turesque the grim battlefields of the world. By its 
vivid light we can see great new hopes arising for 
mankind, old systems disestablished, and still older 
polities recalled to power. In its illumination war- 
worn Europe can perhaps discern the finger of des- 
tiny beckoning the nations to look for the hope of a 
brighter future to the ancient land in which so many 
of the regenerative impulses of the world have been 
born. Indeed, the surrender of the city carriesra 
message of good cheer for all mankind, and a heart- 
ening inspiration above all to the people who for two 
thousand years have clung with unfailing love to all 
that Jerusalem typified for them.” 

Yes, to the Jews especially it is an event to stir 
their emotions to their deepest depths. Through all 
the centuries of their weary wanderings the Jewish 
people have always turned their faces in prayer 
toward Jerusalem, and have “preferred it above their 
chief joy.” In their intense love and eager yearning 
for it they have idealized it, and clothed it with a 
beauty indescribable. . “There is no beauty like that 
of Jerusalem,” exclaims one Rabbi in an ancient 
Midrash, while another one in the Talmud declares 
that “of the ten measures of beauty that descended 
on the world Jerusalem took nine and the rest of 
the world one.” Its desolation forms the subject of 
some of thé most sublime and touching “Qinoth” 
(hymns and lamentations) in the Hebrew language, 
and is regarded as the type and embodiment of the 
sorrows and sufferings of her dispersed children in 
their long exile. Hence the touching daily prayer 
in all their synagogues, “Sound the great trumpet 
for our freedom, and ft up a banner to gather our 
captives; and gather us together from the four 
corners of the earth. ... And to Jerusalem Thy city 
return Thou in mercy, and dwell therein as thou hast 
promised. Rebuild it speedily, in our day as an 
everlasting building, and set up therein speedily the 
throne of David. Blessed art thou, Lord, who re- 
buildest Jerusalem.” 

And now the news has gone forth into all the 
lands that Jerusalem, “Our mother,” as the writer of 
Second Esdras lovingly calls her, has been set free 
from the brutal oppression of the Turk—the last of 
Gentile powers to tread her down, as they fain 
ope. 

No wonder there is joy in all the dwellings of 
Jacob, in all the countries of their dispersion. And 
their joy is enhanced a hundredfold by reason of the 
fact that the capture of Jerusalem followed hard on 


Trews are happenings,” observes an able 
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Since the British “Declaration” of sympathy with 
Zionism, and its bold expression in Mr. Balfour's 
letter to Lord Rothschild, as noted by Mr. Baron in 
this study of General Allenby’s achievement, the 
Lloyd George government, according to a London 
despatch to the Philadelphia Ledger, has decided 
to send a Jewish commission to Palestine “to pre- 
\pare for the establishment of a Jewish nation 
The commission will be followed by a staff of 
technical experts, engineers, architects, agricul- 
turists, and town planners.” Articles yet to appear 
in the Jewish series now running in The Sunday 
School Times are: “ What are Jewish Missions to 
the Jews Really Accomplishing?” “Are the Ten 
Tribes Really Lost?” “Will the Jews Finally 
Convert the World?” and “How is Christianity 
to be Presented to the Jews?” 








the public “Declaration” of the British government 
in concert with its Allies “that they view with favor 
the establishment in Palestine of a national home 
for the Jewish people, and will use their best en- 
deavors to facilitate it.” It is in the light of this 
truly epoch-making “Declaration” that the full sig- 
nificance of the military campaign in Palestine and 
the capture of Jerusalem lies. Apart from and in 
addition to other considerations of high policy. it is 
the outward proof and powerful expression of “the 
best endeavors” of the greatest em-ire in the world, 
to fulfil its promise to “facilitate” the establishment 
of the Jews once again as a nation in Palestine. 

The mighty import of this Declaration to the Jew- 
ish people will be best understood if I quote two or 
three utterances on the subject by their most promi- 
nent leaders. 

“It is the greatest political event in the history of 
the Jewish nation since the destruction of the Temple 
and the consummation of the ruin of the Jewish 
state,” writes one. 

“Those eighteen bitter centuries have one specific 
and eloquent designation in Jewish writing and 
thought—the Galuth, the exile; and that word sums 
up for the Jew the unspeakable in desolation. The 
Rabbis embroidered the theme of the Galuth with 
many a jewel of pathos, and their most poignant 
words were but a faint image of the feeling in the 
heart of the Jewish people. There is no parallel in 
history to this persisting, all pervading national sor- 
row, because there is no parallel to the Galuth. 
Other nations have lost their liberty, but they have 
not lost their land. They have known the heel of 
the conqueror, but the iron broom of fate has not 
swept them even to the remnant from the fields of 
their fathers, or if it has, then time has expunged 
their tragedy by expunging them from among the 
families of mankind, We Jews alone have known 
exile as a nation, with a national consci usness, an 
undying memory, and an eternal passion for redemp- 
tion and restoration.” 


A Jewish Red Letter Day 


“It means,” says another, “that at last the long 
years of the Exile are perceptibly drawing to a close! 
We look back on these dark epochs, passed behind 
Ghetto gates, and illumined by the flames of the 
stake, with feelings of pain, qualified by a satisfaction 
at the endurance and heroism of our people. But 
now the long dark night is to pass away, and the 
homeless, buffeted Jew appears destined for his 
ancient home once again. No longer is he to hang 
his head as an intruder and an outcast among the 
nations. No more need he be a suppliant in every 
Court and Chancellery. Jewry is to take its place 
again in its own land, and speak in the ears of the 
world with the proud mien of @ people that is work- 
ing out its ewn destiny and does not shrink from its 
burdens and responsibilities. There is not a Jew in 
the world to-day who ought not to feel his moral 
stature growing, and a new spirit, a new hope, a 
new resolution—aye, and a new task—entering into 
his life.” 

For Christians, too, the capture of Jerusalem and 
the deliverance of Palestine from the Turkish yoke 
together with and in the light of the Declaration of 
the British Government is full of solemn and mo- 
mentous significance, 

We may see in it a proof of God’s wonderful, over- 
ruling providence. Thinking men have noted the re- 
markable coincidences of events in the present great 
world conflict with dates made memorable in Jewish 
history, and have wondered if even this great up- 
heaval -which is overturning thrones and shaking 
kingdoms to their very foundations has not as its 


chief end the carrying out of His plan in relation 
tg the future of the people which is the very center 
of His thoughts and purposes in relation to all the 
nations of the world, and whose restoration and con- 
version are the necessary precursors to the visible 
establishment of His kingdom on earth. 

Thus the actual commencement of this almost uni- 
versal war—which has brought greater sufferings to 
the Jews than to any other nation—took place on the 
ninth of the Jewish month Ab, the saddest date in all 
the annals of Jewish history—the day on which both 
the first and second temples were destroyed, and 
which is noted also for other outstanding national 
calamities. And the surrender of Jerusalem by the 
Turks, who have so long “trodden” it down, took 
place on the day on which the Jews were celebrating 
the Feast of Chanucah—the Maccabean Festival,” or 
the “Feast of Dedication,” as it is called in the New 
Testament. “On this very day,” observed the Chief 
Rabbi, Dr. Hertz, in a statement on the subject to a 
press representative, “2,070 years ago, the Maccabees 
freed the Holy City from the heathen oppressor, and 
thereby changed the spiritual future of humanity. 
Who knows but that to-day’s victory may not form 
as glorious a landmark in the history of mankind?” 


Is it Really “Israel’s Redemption”? 


A very notable instance of God’s overruling provi- 
dence in this war in relation to the future of the 
Jews and Palestine I related more fully in the July 
number of The Scattered Nation, in which I antici- 
pated the events which have since transpired. It is 
now a well-known fact that the chief instrument in 
interesting the leading British statesmen and _ poli- 
ticians in the national future of the Jewish nation, 
and in eventually calling forth the momentous “Dec- 
laration,” was Dr, Weizmann, who has been recently 
elected president of the English Zionist Federation. 
There is a romance of God’s providences in his career, 
A Russian by birth, and a student of chemistry, while 
also an enthusiastic Zionist, he came to England about 
twenty-five years ago, and soon became prominent in 
chemical research. Early in the war, in a dangerous 
crisis in the history of the British Empire, he was 
able by his genius and discoveries to render the 
greatest service to the cause of England and her 
Allies. When asked, in the course of interviews 
with members of the British Cabinet, what remuner- 
ation he expected, his reply was that he wanted no 
reward in money, but only the promise that if and 
when the Allies were victorious they would help the 
Zionists in the realization of their national aspira- 
tions in relation to Palestine. The promise (as I 
privately knew more than eighteen months ago) 
was gladly given. 

An able Jewish writer, commenting on Dr. Weiz- 
mann’s career, and on the concatenation of circum- 
stances which has “brought Jewish nationalism from 
the clouds to the earth, from the region of dreams 
into the ambit of reality, from being a subject for 
pleasing philosophical contemplation to matter of 
hard grim fact,” exclaims in concluding, “It is a 
dream, a fairy story, a phenomenon—what you will; 
but it is reminiscent of nothing so much as of Esther 
in the court of Ahasuerus, and of the message sent 
her by Mordecai when she was destined to become 
an instrument of ‘enlargement’ and ‘deliverance’ for 
her people, ‘Who knoweth whether thou art come 
to the kingdom for such a time as this?’” 

The epoch-marking events now transpiring in re- 
lation to the Jews and Palestine are a striking vindi- 
cation of the faith of those who, on the ground of 
inspired statements in the sure word of prophecy 
alone, and in spite of apparent improbabilities, and 
ridicule often of the worldly-wise, believed in a literal 
national restoration of Israel. 

It is, moreover, the most important and’ unmis- 
takable sign of the times, indicative of the near 
approach of the end of this age, and of the time when 
Zion and Jerusalem shall become the governmental 
center of Jehovah’s righteous rule on the earth— 
when “the kingdom of this world shall at last become 
the Kingdom of our Lord, and of his Christ.” On 
this point, however, an earnest word of caution is not 
unnecessary. 

Even Christians have been c..rried away by the tide 
of enthusiasm over the wonderful “Declaration” by 
the British Government, and the capture of Jerusalem, 
and have spoken and written in terms which cannot 
but confuse simple-minded believers. The “Declara- 
tion” has been described as the “charter” and “most 
palpable sign of Israel’s redemption,” and the cap- 
ture of Jerusalem from the Turks as if it were its 
final deliverance. Dr. Weizmann, when the news 
of the capture of Jerusalem was brought him by a 
press representative, said, “You have told me of the 


64 


fall of Jerusalem; it is not the ‘fall,’ it is the rise of 
Jerusalem.” Would to God it were so! It certainly 
is a necessary precursor of Israel’s national redemp- 
tion, according to prophetic Scripture, that the Jews 
should be recognized again as a nation in their own 
land; and this, in God’s providence, the nations 
whether from political or hu. anitarian motiyes are 
now bringing about, But the return of a large and 
representative remnant of the Jews to Palestine in 
a condition of unbelief, and the passing of Jerusalem 
in its present condition from the power of the Turk 
into the hands of the Jews under the protection of 
one or more of the great “Christian” powers, must 
not be confounded with “Israel's redemption.” 

Alas! between this and the day when Israel shall 
finally “be saved in the Lord with an everlasting sal- 
vation” there is yet a time of horror and great dark- 
ness through which they must pass—the “great agony 
and strife’—the time of “Jacob’s trouble,” such as 
was not since the beginning of the world: the climax 
of all the tribulations and sorrows of the centuries. 
There is yet a long-standing controversy between God 
and them to be finally settled in the land where it 
first began; there is yet the greatest of all national 
sins to confessed, the terrible national crime to be 
repented of. 

What we now behold with our own eyes is the 
rapid unfolding of events exactly in accord with the 
forecasts in God’s holy Word. A revived Jewish 
nationality; a restoration in unbelief—not indeed of 
the whole nation, but of a representative remnant. 
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In fact, in relation to the Jews and Palestine, the 

same conditions will be brought about before the 

Second Advent of our Lord as existed at the time of 

his first Advent, when the threads of God’s dealings 

with them as a nation were dropped, not to be taken 

up — “until the times of the Gentiles are ful- 
ed. 

The Jews then had “a national home” in Palestine, 
but compared with the numbers which were already in 
the Diaspora, those in the land of their fathers were 
in a mere minority, and not in a politically independent 
condition. So it will be again, To the nucleus of 
the restored nationality already in Palestine, large 
numbers of Jews from all parts cf the world will 
doubtless gather immediately after the war js ended, 
as the result of the British “Declaration.” 

What will probably follow, as I see it from pro- 
phetic Scripture, is a short period of outward peace 


and godless prosperity which will culminate in the , 


final phase of the anti-Christian apostasy. Then the 
final conflict—the darkest hour of anguish and sor- 
row in their whole history, out of which “they shall 
be saved” with a twofold salvation—national and 
spiritual—by the sudden visible interposition of their 
long-rejected Messiah, whose feet shall “stand in that 
day upon the Mount of Olives which is before Jeru- 
salem on the east.” After that Jerusalem shall truly 
“rise” never to fall again, and shail be known and 
called throughout the earth “A city of truth; and the 
mountain of Jehovah of hosts, a holy mountain.” 


Lonpon, Ena. 





Did he himself ever tell 
the reason why? 
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Are we satisfied that we have the secret of the combination to the parables of Jesus, 
which Principal McNicol, in this study, tells us were stories full of hidden but eter- 


nally important meaning ? 


If we haven't this combination, this illuminating article 


will surely help us to find it. 


occur in the Old Testament; Nathan’s story of the 

poor man and his ewe lamb, which brought David’s 

sin home to him, is a notable example. But Jesus 
used parables more extensively than any other teacher 
had done, and the use he made of them gave them a 
richer and wider significance than they ever had 
before. ; 

A parable is a statement made about something in 
the natural world or in human life, intended to con- 
vey a spiritual or heavenly truth. It may be very 
short, even a single sentence, like the saying about 
the leaven (Matt, 13:33), but it is more commonly 
in the form of a story. The little girl was not far 
wrong who defined a parable as “an earthly story 
with a heavenly meaning.” The story may be 
sketched in the briefest way, like that of the Two 
Sons (Matt. 21: 28-30), but more often it is drawn 
out with some elaboration of detail, as in the case of 
the Good Samaritan (Luke 10: 30-35), or the Prodi- 
gal Son (Luke 15: 11-32). However much parables 
may differ from one another in form, they have one 
thing in common; they all contain some analogy or 
similitude between the natural and the spiritual 
world, between the earthly and the heavenly order. 
Sometimes this analogy is expressly pointed out, as, 
for example, in the parables of the thirteenth chapter 
of Matthew which describe the Kingdom of Heaven. 
In most cases, however, the comparison is left to be 
inferred from the story. The parable story is always 
true to nature or to life, and might be told for its 
own sake, but it is related for the sake of the spirit- 
ual analogy lying behind it; it is this which makes it 
a parable, 

This suggests the general purpose of teaching by 
parables, and one reason why Jesus used them. - They 
were illustrative ; they illuminated the truth and gave 
it a concrete setting. Jesus often used them to arrest 
attention. Their effect was to make his teaching 
more vivid and impressive. He drew his parables 
from familiar objects in the world about him and 
from thé common happenings of every-day life. The 
sower going forth to sow, the fisherman casting his 
net into the sea, the shepherd going after his lost 
sheep, the woman sweeping the house in search. of 
her piece of money—all these were familiar scenes 
in the life of the people. Our Lord’s use of them 
put the truth in a form which attracted attention at 
the time and was easily remembered afterwards. If 
the lesson he intended to convey was missed by his 
hearers when he spoke, the sight of the object or the 
scene would remind them of his words and help to 
bring the truth home to their hearts. 

The power of parables to convey spiritual truth 
is more than that of mere illustration. There is a 
very real correspondence between God’s ways in na- 
ture and providence and his methods in grace. It is 
the God who works in creation and human history 
who also is carrying eut his purposes of grace 


Jee was not the first to use parables. They 


through the Gospel. In the mouth of Jesus, parables 
not only illustrated the truth he was teaching; in a 
deeper sense they 7 gg it. Our Lord never made 
use of fables. e never invented a story from 
merely imaginary material. Every illustration he 
used in his teaching, and every parable he uttered, 
was based upon the real facts of the natural world 
or of human experience, On his lips, truth in the 
natural world was a reflection of truth in the spirit- 
ual; and the realities of visible things were used by 
him as witnesses to set forth the realities of invisible 
things. 

And yet, while parables served in a general way to 
illustrate and enforce the teaching of our Lord, this 
was not the primary purpose he had in view when he 
adopted this method of teaching. He did not use 
parables at all in the beginning of his ministry. His 
earlier teaching had been plain and direct, as in the 
Sermon on the Mount (Matt. 5 to 7). It was not 
till unbelief began to manifest itself that he began 
to speak in parables; and when he did employ this 
method of instruction, his disciples at once recognized 
it as something new and strange, and asked him the 
question, “Why speakest thou unto them in parables ?” 
(Matt. 13:10.) The Lord’s answer was a striking 





Points About the Parables 


A parable is a statement about something in the natu- 





ral world to convey a spiritual truth. 

The parable story is always true to nature or to life. 

Our Lord’s use of parables the truth in a form 
which attracted attention at time, and was easily 
remembered afterward. 

But Jesus’ parables not only illustrated the truth he 
was teaching; they also proved it. 

Yet to illustrate his teaching was not our Lord’s pri- 
mary purpose in using parables. 

His pupae was twofold: both to reveal and to con- 
ceal truth; to reveal new truth to disciples who had 
accepted his earlier teaching, and to conceal it from 
those who had shown themse unwilling to receive it. 

The mysteries of the Kingdom were put in the form of 
parables. 

Certain parables could be fully understood only when 
the work of Christ was finished. 

Parables quickened and stimulated the mind into in- 
quiring further. 

Parables produced very different effects on different 
persons; the same stories gave new light, or obscured 
truth entirely. 

Our Lord’s parables served to test and sift his followers. 

They delayed any premature outbreak of hostility; they 
prevented the final crisis coming ahead of time. 

Most of Jesus’ parables had a prophetic meaning. They 
become richer with meaning as the time draws near for 
the coming of his Kingdom. 
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one: “Because it is given to you to know the mys- 
teries of the kingdom of heaven, but to therfi it is 
not given.” His purpose was twofold, both to reveal 
and to conceal truth, to reveal new truth to the dis- 
ciples who had already accepted his earlier teaching, 
and to conceal it from those who had shown them- 
selves unwilling and unworthy to receive it. 

In the face of the rising unbelief and opposition, 
the ministry of Jesus was now taking on a new aspect. 
It had become clear by this time that the Gospel he 
had been proclaiming would not be accepted by the 
rulers or by the people. The Jews were not ready 
for the kingdom. Direct teaching about it now gives 
place to teaching about the mysteries of the kingdom, 
and this Jesus puts in the form of parables. The 
mysteries of the kingdom are the secrets regarding 
it which were now being revealed for the first time. 
They had been hidden in God and could only be 
known by divine revelation. In these parables , Aas 
uttered things which had been kept secret from the 
foundation of the world (Matt, 13:35). They could 
only be fully understood when the work of Christ 
was finished; and they conveyed the truth in such a 
way that it was held in reserve, as it were, and opened 
up to the disciples more and more as they grew in 
the knowledge of the Lord, and of his A of re- 
deeming the world. In the meantime their minds 
were quickened and stimulated into inquiring about 
the meaning of these things. Thus after Jesus had 
related the story of the Sower and that of the Tares 
they came to him asking for an explanation of his 
words (Mark 4: 10; Matt. 13: 36). And thus we have 
our Lord’s own interpretation of these two parables. 

While this was the effect of the parables on the 
receptive minds of the disciples, a very different effect 
was produced upon those who did not believe in Jesus 
and would not accept his teaching. The truth was 
veiled from them. Having no real faith, they had not 
the spiritually open eye and ear, and therefore they 
had now no capacity to understand the truth conveyed 
in the parables. As a result, ‘their minds were still 
further darkened, and their hearts still further hard- 
ened. Thus the Lord was dealing with the people in 
such a way that the same stories which gave new light 
to those who had already received the truth would ob- 
scure it entirely from those who had rejected it. The 
different results were due to the different attitudes 
of his hearers, and exemplified the truth of the say- 
ing, “Whosoever hath, to him shall be given, and he 
shall have abundance: but whosoever hath not, from 
him shall be taken away even that which he hath” 
(Matt. 13:12). 

Several ends were realized by Christ’s adopting this 
method of teaching at this period in his ministry. 
It served to test and sift his followers, and to repel 
the false discipleship that was threatening to gather 
about him. The enthusiasm of the Galilean multitude 
was at its height, but it was superficial and unbeliev- 
ing. It rested on a false view of his person, and re- 
fused to conform to the spiritual conditions of his 
Kingdom, Out of this multitude came many would- 
be disciples. The parables had the effect of checking 
their false enthusiasm, and produced the same result 
among them as his discourse in Capernaum on the 
bread of life, when “many of his disciples went back, 
and walked no more with him” (John. 6: 66). 

It also served to delay any premature outbreak of 
hostility on the part of his foes. The opposition of 
the Pharisees had already been manifested and was 
growing stronger. When Jesus began to give his 
further teaching in the form of parables, and so 
veiled from them his purpose and his message, for 
the time at least it disarmed their antagonism, and 
prevented the final crisis coming before his work 
was done. It also secured more time for the training 
of the disciples, and for their better’ understanding 
of his person and his mission. The very parables by 
which he obscured his teaching from his foes enabled 
him to lay foundations for the further education of 
the disciples when the Holy Spirit should come and 
teach them all things, bringing to their remembrance 
all that he had said unto them. 

On several occasions Jesus used parables for pur- 
poses of rebuke and warning, By employing a story 
he was able to expose the conduct of his foes and 
convict them, sometimes even out of their own 
mouths. The story of the Two Debtors, told in the 
house of Simon (Luke 7: 40-43), not only illustrated 
the divine grace of forgiveness, but also threw into 
sharp contrast the conduct of the self-righteous 
Pharisee and that of the sinful but penitent woman. 
The story of the Wicked Husbandman (Matt. 21: 
33-46), which set forth the guilt and judgment of 
the Jews in rejecting their Messiah, brought the 
chief priests and the Pharisees at the end to perceive 
that he had spoken of them. 

Most of the parabolic teaching gf Jesus has a pro- 
phetic character. It was intended for the instruction 
of the church in the future even more than for its 
immediate effect upon the disciples. Many of’ the 
parables gain a richer and larger significance as the 
history of the church runs on. How much more full 


of meaning the parables of the Sower, and the Tares, 
and the Mustard Seed are to us who can read them 
in the light of the whole history of Christianity than 
they could have been to the disciples who heard them 
The parables Jesus uttered towards the end 
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of his ministry, when he had his Second Coming in 
view, are especially full of prophetic elements. For 
example, in that of the Royal Mafriage Feast (Matt. 
22:1-14) he gave a forecast of the course of the 
Gospel in the world; and in that of the Ten Virgins 
(Matt. 25: 1-13), he doubtless intended to depict a 
condition that would exist among his disciples at 
the time of his return. Taken altogether, the para- 
bles of Jesus form a rich treasure-house of inexhaust- 
ible truth for the whole Christian Church of all- 
time. 7 

Jesus’ use of parables is an evidence of his won- 
derful power as a teacher. What sublime skill was 
his who could accomplish so many and such varied 
purposes by the employment of these simple stories! 
A story is always interesting in the telling. How 
interesting and attractive must these stories have 
been as they fell upon the ears of those who heard 
them first, told with all the grace and force of him 
who spake as never man spake, How ineffable, too, 
was the wisdom which could embody in this brief 
form truths that were to grow richer and grander 
throughout the ages, and which become more full of 
significance as the time draws near for the consum- 
mation of his work and the establishment of his 
Kingdom. ’ 

Toronto Briste COoLvece. 





Your Study Bible 


By John Weaver Weddell, D.D. 








PASTOR'S aotes from his own Bible margins are being 

given here, as marked thr forty years of personal study. 
Each of the sixty-six books of Bible will be covered, week 
by week, in this department of The Sunday School Times,— 
“Your Study Bible.” 

But each one should do his own Bible reading, and prayerfully 
and studiously make his own brief markings. Use the margins of 
your Bibles to write in notes such as these articles give, or discov- 
eries of your own. Use the upper margins for quotations and 
hints. lower margins for book outlines and directions. 
side margins for ical notes and references. Name each 
hoch, and cock chugee’ of each book. Make the Book your 
own. “Every place that the sole of your foot shall tread upon, 
that have I given unto you " (Josh. | : 3). 

The following plan for marking is helpful : 


At the top of the page—topical notes. 
At the bott lytical notes. 
At the side—exegetical notes. 
Exegesis is finding Christ in the Word. _ 
Exposition is preaching Christ from the Word. 
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OOK of the March and the Roll Call, the Drill 
Brea of the Wilderness. Fill out the margins 
with headlines and side notes suggestive of thé 
Christian journey. The Key Thought is: Get Some- 


where! Key Text: 33:1, “These are the jour- 
neys,” etc. . 
Outline: 1. From Sinai to Kadesh. 2. From 


Kadesh around about and back to Kadesh. 3. From 
Kadesh straight on to Canaan. 

We may well place over the whole the words of 
Paul to the Christian Church, “Ye did run well; 
who did hinder you?” (Gal. 5: 7.) 

Oh, the lost years from Kadesh to Kadesh! From 
Sinai to Kadesh at the first was a swift, jubilant 
stride. Then came doleful doubt and delay. Down 
into the wasting wilderness hesitant Israel plunged. 
Sadly Moses reminds them of it, “And the space in 
which we came from Kadesh-barnea until we were 
come over the brook Zered, was thirty and eight 
years, until all the generation of the men of war were 
wasted out from among the hosts.” Wasted men. 
Wasted years. Wasted lives. 

Then turn to Deuteronomy 1:2. (Self-condemn- 
ing Words). “There are eleven days’ journey from 
Horeb by the way of Mount Seir unto Kadesh- 
barnea.” Eleven days, and there was the land of 
promise! But they turn back; lost faith; lost grip; 
lost opportunity, Eleven days of progress; forty 
years of wandering. Journeying, journeying, and 
getting—nowhere! 

This tells the tale of Numbers. Alas, it hints the 
record of many a Christian life, and, in part, the 
story of every life. We start out with a high hand 
in the flood and flush of our first love. Yonder lies 
the land of attainment and achievement. Then the 
giants; giants of opposition without; giants of fear 
within. Our faith fails; we forget God. Backward 
we turn, ruinously, riotously backward into the 
wilderness of half-belief, half-victory, whole despair. 
Numbers 33 is the pitiful log-book of this journey, 
“And they departed from Hazeroth, and pitched in 
Rithmah. And they departed from Rithmah, and 
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— at Rimmon-parez. And they departed from 
immon-parez, and pitched in Libnah, etc., to the 
end of the dismal chapter. Going, going, pitching, 
and departing, and never arriving. An endless circle 
of stagnation and ill-success. Who has not known it, 
who that has played with doubt? It is the way of 
the flesh,—and of failure. 

But there is another chapter here, and along this 
pathway we make our markings and set up our Eben- 
ezer, Stones of hope and cheer. “Up to this point 
hath the Lord helped me.” Thank God for the 
“Gospel of a Second Chance”! For after a while 
Israel moved onward again. Forth from the con- 
fines of Kadesh-barnea she started once more. This 
time with her face set resolutely toward the Land of 
Promise. The way is difficult, much harder than it 
was before, but faith has been renewed, discipline 
has done its work, and the army of God goes forth, 
face forward, conquering and to conquer. 

Learn here, if you will, the lesson of God’s Second 
Best. He offers the perfect way, we refuse it. It is 
gone forever. But he is kind, and he sets before us 
another way, a second best; it may be, a third, for 
His mercies are great, He brings us through, but, ah, 
how much we miss and how much we burden our- 
selves by not taking the first and the best! It is the 
price of unfaith. 

Mark well the picture. It is not only individual 
Christian experience in epitome, but the total career 
of the Christian Church, as it comes down through 
the centuries. The apostolic church launched lustily 
forth to take the world. ° Then came unfaith and tHe 
wilderness of the Dark Ages. But after a while, 
faith again, and the Reformation, and Missions, and 
Evangelism, and who knoweth the end, when our 
Second Joshua shall lead us across Jordan? 

Underscore in this book the evangelistic call, 
“Come thou with us, and we will do thee good: 
for the Lord hath spoken good concerning Israel” 
(10:29). The appeal of God’s marching hosts to the 
world about. The Ark of the Covenant is the Word 
of God in the midst; the sound of the Silver Trumpet 
is the witness of a faithful prophet, based upon that 
Word, The Pillar of Fire and of Cloud is the com- 
fort and guidance of the Holy Spirit. The Taber- 
nacle and its ordinancés mark the worship of the 
sanctuary, with Christ “the Apostle and High Priest 
of our profession” giving gracious significance and 
efficiency to the whole. e are erring mortals; we 
make mistakes and wander far. But these are our 
heavenly attendants and monitors. Who does not 
need them? Who can make progress without them? 
“We are journeying unto the place of which the 
Lord said, I will give it you.” Come, join our band 
and go with us, This is the ceaseless appeal of a 
loyal evangelistic church. 


CLEVELAND, OHIO, 





Food Conservation from a 
Medical Standpoint 


By D. H. Kress, M.D. 








been a rapid degeneracy among the people. Ger- 

many for instance had six times as many cente- 
narians fifty years ago as she has to-day. Seldom do 
we find there men at the age of one hundred years. 

In America men age prematurely. The vital or- 
gans wear out early in life. The mortality from 
heart failure, apoplexy, Bright’s disease, and other 
diseases, is rapidly on the increase. Men die at an 
age when they ought to be at their best. 

d age is not merely reaching down into middle 
life, but physical degeneracy is witnessed even among 
our young men, In the past in some of our large 
cities such as New York and Pittsburgh only one in 
ten and fifteen of the young applicants have been 
able to meet the entrance requirements for the army 
and navy. 

Decadence is witnessed even among school children. 
Seventy-five percent of them are defectives. Ade- 
noids and dental decay are common. Three hundred 
thousand infants died last year in the United States 
before reaching the first year of life, Eighty-five 
percent of these, or two hundred and fifty-five thou- 
sand of them, were bottle-fed. -Bottle-feeding was 
not wholly responsible for this high mortality rate. 
Doctor Bunge, of Germany, some years ago found 
that mothers who are not able to suckle their young 
are in practically every case descendants of drinking 
and smoking fathers. The inability to nurse the off- 
spring is in itself an evidence of decadence, and the 
child born to a mother possessing this inability in all 
—s has a weakened heredity to begin life 
with. 

The male and female adult animal exposed to either 
the fumes of alcohol or tobacco, it has been found, 
appear to suffer very little. They even put on weight, 
and appear to be robust. But their offspring are always 
degenerate. Many of them are born dead. Few of 
them (only seventeen percent) survive. Those which 
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do survive are not normal animals. There can be no 
doubt but that the results of the prevalent use of 
alcohol and the free use of cigarettes by boys and 
young men, of the past thirty years, is beginning to 
manifest itself. A nation made up of beer drinkers 
and tobacco smokers may appear to be strong when 
actually she is degenerate. 

Three billion four hundred million dollars was 
called for in the budget first presented by the Secretary 
of the United States Treasury, to finance the first 
year of the war, Congress was perplexed in determin- 
ing how this immense sum should be raised without 
bringing a hardship upon the poor. Should we drop 
into the United States Treasury this year the money 
spent last + gd for alcohol and tobacco alone, we 
should be able to meet this demand without taxation. 
Would not this be a commendable way of showing 
our patriotism? This is something men can do. It 
would greatly improve the race. 

Women may have a part in the betterment of the 
race of the future, Should wives and mothers give 
up the use of coffee and tea, and serve in their place 
harmless substitutes, we should have fewer nervous 
women, and healthier children. This would represent 
a saving of three hundred million dollars annually 
in the United States. America is in need of intelli- 
gent housewives and cooks. Instead of furnishing 
devitalized white bread—bread which has been de- 
prived of the elements out of which nerves and teeth 
are constructed, they will furnish the family with the 
whole wheat product. This prevalent use of white 
bread results in soft teeth which readily undergo de- 
7 and ruined health. 

ess meat will in the future be served on American 
tables. We shall learn that meat is not an essential 
to health. As far as its food value is concerned, it 
bears no comparison to grains, legumes, nuts, etc. 
One pound of peas, beans, wheat, corn, barley, rice, 
or rye, is equal in nutritive value to three pounds of 
the best porterhouse steak, For steak we pay from 
thirty to forty cents a pound. Some grains can be pur- 
chased at five cents per pound. For a few cents the 
same amount of nutrition may be obtained that would 
cost one dollar and a half if purchased in the form 
of meat. This represents a great saving. 

America consumes seventy-four pounds of fats 
per capita annually. Japan consumes only eighteen 
pounds; and Germany, before the present war began, 
consumed twenty-four pounds. She consumes less 
than one-half that quantity now, and the health of 
her people has not greatly suffered. It is clearly 
evident that we are as a people eating more grease 
than we ought. This is one of the causes of the 
prevalence of indigestion and biliousness, and no 
doubt of intestinal catarrh, which not infrequently is 
the forerunner of appendicitis. We can safely cut 
down the fat consumption of this country to twenty- 
five pounds per capita, 

Last year Americans consumed eighty-five pounds 
of sugar per capita. The people of Rostelen, in fact, 
consumed their weight in sugar. Greece and Bul- 
garia consume less than ten pounds per capita. This 
too is an active cause of intestinal catarrhal condi- 
tions. 

We have become a luxury-loving and extravagant 
people. The time has arrived when reforms in our 
very éating and drinking are demanded by the 
government in order to help win the war. 


Wasarncrton, D .C. 


Oda 


The Beautiful Feet of Christ 
By Edward J. Russell 


ABY feet in the Manger they lay, 

Peeping out from the yellow hay, 

Rosy and pink as the dawn of day— 
The beautiful feet of Christ. 


Eager and swift with the children at play, 

On Mary’s errands without delay, 

Busy and happy all through the day— 
The beautiful feet of Christ. 


Quick to respond to Sorrow’s cry, 

Never passing the sufferer by, 

Marking the way to the home on high— 
% The beautiful feet of Christ. 


Nailed to the Cross on Calvary, 

Fastened there to the cruel tree, 

Maimed and marred for you and for me— 
The beautiful feet of Christ. 


O may my feet my Master’s be, 

Yielding Him service perfectly 

Until at last in eternity 

I sit at the feet which were pierced for me— 
The beautiful feet of Christ. 
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Your Starving Village Under Ararat 


How The Sunday School_Times family adopted by cable an Armenian 
child offered me as a gift, and a thousand of her neighbors 


By William T. Ellis, LL.D. 


= 








Mt. Ararat, dearest of friends among all the 

beloved mountains I know. From every point 
of the horizon, and at every hour the day, and in 
every imaginable hue of beauty, I have gazed upon 
this majestic peak, with its crown of eternal snow. 
Never had it seemed so lovely as on the morning 
when I went out from the city of Erivan to the hill 
village of Kanakar—clear, symmetrical, celestial, a 
mountain of providence, a sentinel of God. Standing 
at the meeting point.of three problem-nations, Persia, 
Turkey, and Russia, Ararat rises to a h ight of more 
than seventeen thousand feet, and so shines sublime 
and supreme above all the mountainous landscape. 
Since the Ark of Noah rested upon it, this mountain 
has been central to history. Imagine the scenes its 
silent slopes have looked down upon! 

What a contrast with the peaceful glory of the 
mountain itself did the scenes I witnessed in the 
village at its foot present! If for that one day of 
September 13, 1917, that I spent in Kanakar I could 
have transported the people of that village to Wash- 
ington or New York or Philadelphia or Chicago, I 
know that within forty-eight hours a million dollars 
would have been on its way to Armenia. 

Something like this thought was in my mind at the 
time, for I straightway sent this cable from Erivan to 
The Sunday School Times: 


Will Times readers assume support village thou- 
sand women, children refugees near Ararat? Thou- 
sand dollars month. I will furnish story. Cable 
committee Erivan. 


Tm background of this long-promised story is 


No answer came to the cablegram for long, long 
weeks, though I might have proceeded without an an- 
swer, from my faith in The Sunday School Times 
family, Indeed, I did authorize the Committee to go 
ahead with the plan, and later learned that it had 
done so. After I had traveled all over Armenia, 
Kurdistan, and Western Persia, and had come back 
to Tiflis, the news of a cablegram from the Times 
was given me. Of course, the answer had been sent 
promptly from Philadelphia; but this is war time, and 
the message had to go through Russia. So I myself 
traveled back to America as fast as post or letter or 
article could do; and here is the promised story. 

At the foot of Mt. Ararat, with unshakable tenacity, 
have clustered the Armenians, truly “the people of 
Ararat.” Nestling under its shoulder is Etchmiadzin, 
where Gregory the Illuminator ‘ceived the vision 
that resulted in the conversion of the Armenian na- 
tion, far back in the year 303. On that spot is built 
the venerable church about which all the history of 
this ever-persecuted nation centers, There to this 
day is the seat of the Catholicos, or head of the 
Armenian Church, whom I had visited the day before 
I went to Kanakar. 


If Ararat Could Speak! 


Perhaps it was the effect of the clear, cameo views 
of Ararat that enriched ‘the ride up the hills to the 
village, but at any rate the day was one of inspira- 
tion. Its events stand out clearly, I can still see the 
two troops of Russian soldiers whom we passed, 
marching, probably, to attack th Kurds who infest 
the base of the mountain. The caravan was almost 
as primitive as the Asiatic hordes that threaded these 


same highways millenniums ago. The men were dusty 


and dirty and dressed in nondescript uniforms, and 
they marched without any order or discipline, just 
straggling along. Their ox-carts were as primitive 
as those built by Noah’s sons when they reorganized 
civilization. They contained tents, todder, food, 
cooking utensils, and ammunition, while the ma- 
chine guns were on muleback. If Ararat were 
sentient, it surely would contrast this motley crowd 
with the well-drilled Persians, Greeks, and Romans 
whom it has watched march around its base. 

When we reached Kanakar, we found the village 
ready for us—“us” being the chairman of the Erivan 
relief committee, the Rev. E. A. Yarrow, my friend, 
Charles E. Beury, of Philadelphia, and myself. . Mr. 
Beury is a member of the Philadelphia Armenian 
and Syrian Relief Committee, whose interest in the 
work prompted him to share the trip to Armenia 
with me. 

Kanakar was a “sample” village, where about fifty 
orphans were receiving relief from the American 
Committee. The place itself contains about three hun- 
dred mud houses, of the conventional one-story type. 
It is éntirely agricultural, having no manufactures. 
Into two hundred and ten of these houses refugees 
who have made the long journey from devastated 
Armenia have been taken, to the total number of 
about one thousand persons, mostly women and chil- 
dren, of course. 


You who grow tired of guests after a few days, 
consider the patient villagers of Asia who have 
shared their pitiful little handful with the starv- 
ing Armenians. This fact is one of the startling 
revelations of Mr. Ellis’ story. He believes this 
wonderful hospitality has saved literally a million 
lives. If these neighbors of the Armenians, like 
the Corinthian Church of old, out of “their deep 
poverty” can so- abound ‘‘unto the riches of their 
liberality,’ surely we in America who still have 
something to spare will continue our gifts to 
this cause. In answer to Mr. Ellis’ cable, re- 
ferred to in this story, The Sunday School Times 
family has already generously given in round 
figures $4,500 to this Armenian village, but 
$1,000 a month is necessary for the rest of the 
year to prevent starvation. Send the money to 
The Sunday School Times, and it will be cabled, 
without any deduction or carrying charge, direct 
to Erivan. 








If it had not been for the charity of the poor vil- 
lagers. to whom the smitten refugees have turned, 
the tale of Armenian dead would be nearly double 
its present total of a million. These people who in 
their poverty have shared their all are the really 
great givers toward this cause. No momentary im- 
pulse of generosity has led them to contribute what 
money they could spare: they have given of their 
homes, their fires, their food, their clothes, and have 
done so continuously. No honor roll of these givers 
is kept this side of the pearly gates. 

There is always leisure in the Orient, so practically 
the whole village had gathered into the yard of the 
old Armenian Church to welcome the Americans. It 
would have taken a wiser man than I to tell who were 
the residents and who were the refugees. All alike 
were in rags and patches. There was almost.a total 
failure of crops last summer, so the wolf is howling 
at every door, In all Kanakar there is scarcely a 
home which could not instantly be put on the relief 
books of any American charitable organization. Yet 
we were going only to see a few orphans, the most 
destitute of the destitute. 


Tragic Stories Without End 


The plan of orphan relief is simple. It is the 
rule of the Armenian Committee in Erivan to give no 
money to men or women, except the latter be seri- 
ously ill; work it does provide for a few adults by 
its wonder <ul industrial establishment. For one child 
out of a family of orphans, it provides a stipend of 
six roubles monthly, increased at the time of our 
visit to ten roubles, owing to the depreciation of the 
rouble, which is now worth less than ten cents. 

Each case is investigated by men trained in the 
mission schools of the American Board, some having 
been ministers or professors back in Armenia. This 
relief work, I found, will stand the acid test of the 
Associated Charities or of the Rockefeller Founda- 
tion; for there is system in it all, down to the mi- 
nutest detail. Nobody need fear that Armenian re- 
lief funds are either wasted or given to the unde- 
serving, 

It was a motley crowd that awaited us in the vil- 
lage churchyard, and such a collection of rags as no 
professional stage-manager ever devised. Of illness, 
especially of sore eyes, there was much. The men, in 
their sheepskin vests and turbans and full- flowing 
trousers that once had been bright colored, stood to 
one side, or else helped the Armenian Committee 
workers, a deputation of them having put the plight 
of the village as a whole up to Mr. Yarrow. Crops 
had failed, work was unobtainable, prices had risen, 
and roubles had gone down. He could only express 
sympathy and commend them to God, 

Then we sat down to hear “stories.” There was 
no prearrangement about this. We simply. took the 
boys and girls in line for relief, and then a few 
of the most needy women. In Eriyan I was early 
overcome by the stupendous fact that I did not have 
to look for stories; literally every one of these 
Armenian survivors has a story, a tale of tragedy, 
any one of which would be worth a column if told to 
an American newspaper by the original narrator. 
Mr. Beury and I made notes until we were numb 
with the awfulness and immensity of. it all. May I 


transcribe mere suggestions of a few of the narra- 
tives we heard, hot from the lips of the actors them- 
selves? 

This old man, bent nearly double, is ninety years, cf 
age. His crivpled condition is due to his having 


been shot in the back at his home near Van. Seven 
members of his family were killed, but his wife es- 
caped, only to die here. 

Out of a household of thirty-seven, this little girl 
of thirteen years, and six others, escaped alive, only 
one of the survivors being a man, who is not now 
in the village. 

Here is an interesting family of five children, boy 
twins of twelve, with two younger brothers and one 
sister. Their father was killed at Sassoun. For an 
entire year these little ones lived in the mountains, 
subsisting on berries and roots. How trivial besides. 
theirs seems the nursery tale of the “Babes in the 
Wood”! When Russia captured the city of Mush 
they entered, having seen and heard the battle, and 
so made their way, within the Russian lines, to this 
distant spot. 

Of a family of seven, One old woman and a young 
boy alone escaped, wounded, and livéd for seven 
months with friendly Kurds—for some Kurds and 
Turks did protect Christians in the days of the great 
tribulation. 

This youngster of fourteen put forth a badly- 
scarred hand. He had been shot by the Kurds. After 
seeing his father and mother killed, he had been 
carried from Van to Bitlis, a prisoner ; but cleverly 
escaped to the Armenian Volunteers, He finds that 
two of his brothers and two of his sisters also have 
been saved. Yes, there are marvelous tales of re- 
unions, as well as of separations, to be heard here. 

A little woman of eight years from Bitlis draws 
near, holding the hand of a pathetic babe, who had 
been orphaned by the Kurds. The narrator is the 
only. member left of a family of eight. Her father 
was killed by the Turks, and her mother died in bit- 
ter captivity. Her older sister, too, was carried off 
by the Moslems. Now the brave lassie is trying to 
care for the wee cousin, who is her only living kin. 

At first glance, the next in line is noticeable chiefly 
for the twenty-seven patches which a hasty calcula- 
tion reveals above the waist line, Thus do we look 
upon the outward aspect of life, knowing naught of 
the deeps beneath. For this woman, who, like all 
others, is past tears, saw her husband carried off, 
and her four children killed before her eyes, despite 
her frantic efforts to save them by flinging herself 
upon their bodies. She herself was stripped naked, 
made a slave, and kept in hunger and hardship amid 
the Kurds. The Russians rescued her. 

Out of a total of fifty persons in the next house- 
hold—and in the East, be it remembered, the patri- 
archal system of three generations dwelling beneath 
the same roof obtains to this day—there were four 
survivors, this boy of eight, his sister of five, his aunt 
and his cousin. The little children were witnesses to 
the foul murder of their parents. 

As if in a competition of misery the tale that fol- 
lowed, told by four Bitlis women, was of a house- 
hold of thirty-eight, out of which eleven survived, 
all the men having been killed. Nakedness, chains, 
blows, and worse, had befallen these four women 
during three months among the Kurdish moun- 
taineers, part of whose booty they had been, Rus- 
sian troops freed them. 

This woman from Mush saw a sight that would 
sear memory. For three days, from a place of con- 
cealment, she watched the killing of the city’s Ar- 
menian men. Then before her eyes the surviving 
women and children were herded into houses, kero- 
sene poured upon them, and the torch applied. 


If Only Her Child Could Live! 


Enough: if the reader wants more stories of hor- 
ror, let him go to any of the hundreds of Caucasus 
villages that hold Armenian survivors. And it is not 
tales of tragedy that I set out to tell; but rather the 
bald fact of the existence of a village of this sort 
that could be carried through to life by The Sunday 
School Times readers. Of course, I had no such in- 
tention when I set out for Kanakar, or sat in review 
of the work of relief. True, the: people, with that 
blind, trusting faith in America which is one of the 
wonders of the Old World’s remotest corners, had 
expected that the Americans would come to them 
with food in their hands, Neither work nor grain 
could we offer, nor yet money, although we did ar- 
range for the support of more .orphans, thus in- 
creasing the number on the Corhmittee’s list to one 
hundred. 

Crowds followed us to our carriage in the hope 
that something would be done to alleviate conditions 
at once. The cry was for work, work, | work. 
Women even took hold of our arms and hands and 
clothes in entreaty. While Mr. Yarrow was trying 
to explain to the crowd our present helplessness that 
incident befell which is the cause of the adoption of 




















LESSON FOR FEB. 17 (Mark 4: 1-20) 


| 0 gman of Kanakar by The Sunday School Times 
amily. 

Close to my side had been a woman of 
thirty years, with a little girl of four or five. 
had been dignified and quiet, but resolutely impor- 
tunate, When she saw that our carriage Was reall 
leaving, with nothing done for her child, a panic look 
came into her face, and her great dark eyes were 
flooded with tears, which streamed over her cheeks. 
She did not cry out, nor wail or scream, like most 
Oriental women; but she was after life for her little 

irl. So she picked up the child and tried to thrust 

er upon me. 

Ah, the gifts of starving babes I have -had to re- 
fuse! Her plea was, as translated to me, that since 
we could not help the whole village, at least I per- 
sonally should save her child. As for herself, it did 
not matter; she could gladly die if only she knew 
that her child would live. 

What could I do, except to give the woman my per- 
sonal card, with a request which I knew the com- 
mittee would honor, that her child be put on the 
list to receive ten roubles a month. Then I was 
stormed by others for these magic white cards, but 
in vain; and as we drove away, into a peace-impart- 
ing view of Ararat, it was not of the crowd I was 
thinking, but of the quiet, strong mother with the 
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wonderful eyes, and of the little girl whom I had 
refused to accept as a gift. 

Thus it came about that I proposed to Mr. Yarrow 
that if the arrangement could be made to individual- 
ize Kanakar, so that the thousand refugees could be 
cared for by the readers of The Sunday School 
Times, I would cable for the 1 ecessary money. We 
estimated that a thousand dollars a month would 
keep the people from actual starvation. A specially 
competent relief worker, able to write English, was 
promised for the village by Mr. Yarrow, so that oc- 
casional reports could come to the Times. For a 
number of women, and some men, home work would 
be provided in Erivan, they walking down weekly to 
get the material. Indeed, the Committee would like to 
see the Times plan extended to many other agencies, 
such as churches, Sunday-schools, Men’s classes, and 
Christian Endeavor Societies; for he can provide all 
the villages called for, some larger and some smaller 
than Kanakar. 

This unusual privilege is offered to readers of The 
Sunday School Times, of giving directly, and intelli- 
gently, to the refugees in a definite village, whose 


location and condition and need are known specifi-. 


cally. That the response will be quick and generous 
and sustained, I for one cannot doubt. 


SWARTHMORE, Pa. 








When Boys Let God Work Miracles 


He will teach them the joy of giving, and of winning souls 








Raising Boys by Raising Money 


By Eugene C. Foster, 


Boys’ Work Secretary of the International Committee 
Young Men’s Christian Associations 


When the War Work Council of the Young Men's 
Christian Association of the United States entered upon 
its recent campaign for thirty-five million dollars, the 
proposition was made that one million dollars of the 
amount be taken by boys under enlistment age. 
Mr. Foster gives a challenging account of this feature 
of that notable campaign. It gives all Christian 
, workers with boys much to think about. 


F YOU were charged with the project of getting 
| American boys to give a large sum of money to a 

great world need, which of these two statements 
would you use to announce the plan—(1) “A mil- 
lion dollars from boys,” or (2) “One hundred -thou- 
sand boys, each to earn and give ten dollars”? 

Looking backward to the campaign closed it would 
appear that the answer to that question became the 
interpretation of the real spirit of the: affair in each 
locality. 

Some men thought of it, primarily, as a plan to 
raise money; others discovered it to be a great plan 
to raise boys. 

Over 110,000 boys were enlisted, and the vast ma- 
jority of these pledged ten dollars each. “It was a 
success, then,” some one concludes. From somé 
viewpoints, yes; from others—it remains to be seen. 

There were those who said, “Ten dollars is too 
much to ask a boy to earn and give.” There may be 
instances where this is so; but these can be specially 
provided for. Several cases were reported where the 
men responsible for the campaign locally concluded 

‘that the ten-dollar unit was too high. Not a single 
case has come to light yet where the boys, indepen- 
dent of suggestions from their leaders, felt that the 
mark was too high. It is significant that in locali- 
ties where boys signed up for ten dollars or more a 
larger number of boys were recruited than in locali- 
ties where the ten-dollar unit was split. 

R How long will we continue to underestimate the 

oy? 

In one case the men of a small town met to con- 
sider their $2,500 apportionment for the $35,000,000 
fund and gloom settled down over the group. “It 
can never be done; who ever thought of getting 
$2,500 from this place?” They were ready to quit 
without beginning. But the boys had a meeting. 
Fifty boys signed up for ten dollars each, or five 
hundred dollars to start with, They sent a challenge 
to the men to do as well proportionately. The humor 
of the situation dawned on the men. They went at 
it, did their part, and the apportionment was more 
than taken. 

There were men so concerned in raising money that 
they failed to see the opportunity to help the boys. 
Before the. campaign was over many of these men 
caught a vision of the real significance of this whole 
event and became ardent advocates of the effort 
among boys. 

In many cases the boys were recognized as an 
integral part of the great campaign, and the work 
went hand in hand along with the solicitation of 
funds from adults. In every such case the work 
among the boys contributed enthusiasm and helpful- 
ness to the general campaign. 


Leaders of boys in several cases totally missed the 
real point of the enterprise. When a local group of 
boys was sent out to solicit contributions—to “sell” 
the proposition to somebody, as they had sold Liberty 
Bonds, the real goal, was lost sight of. If a boy 
solicited one hundred dollars instead of subscribing 
to “earn and give” ten dollars himself, it was costly 
to the boy, costly to the campaign, and costly to the 
future of Christian sacrifice. 

Boys got busy earning their money in a thousand 
different ways. Many a boy went without a new 
overcoat or new suit to give his ten dollars. A local 
branch of the telephone company contracted with 
boys to deliver the telephone directories. The deliv- 
ery was made in one-half the time usually con- 
sumed by about an equal number of men. 

Boys went to work on the streets, in factories, as 
messengers, as salesmen, in hundreds. of varieties of 
chores. Boys supplied, out of school hours, where 
men had gone to the service. Employed boys whose 
earnings were already contracted for by family needs 
worked at extra jobs in the evening. Boys denied 
themselves their usnal expenditures in the interest of 
pleasure, and gave to this fund, 

Has the Christian Church at large learned any- 
thing from this experiment? 

Have we caught the significance of the fact that 
these boys will make sacrifices for a great cause? 

Shall we apply this discovery to the great ques- 
tion of teaching young’ people the joy of giving? 

There is, of course, a danger here. To some men 
burdened with the problems of local finances this 
idea will come like a godsend. “Here is our chance 
to raise the money for our current expense account, 
or for our building fund.” Perhaps it is; and perhaps 
it isn’t. If the current expense account is in bad 
shape through careless or indifferent financial meth- 
ods; or if the building fund is for an enterprise that 
has made no real impression on the community life; 
if, indeed, the cause for which the money is asked 
lacks the element of challenge for sacrifice, then the 
plan is almost certainly doomed to faiiure. 

If we ask them to make good on the delinquencies 
of men there will be little of romance in it, 

The idea has been demonstrated as a practicable 
one. Boys will sacrifice and give. That fact demon- 
strated is worth a good deal more than a million 
dollars in.money, and is worth more in character- 
building planning for the future than human mind 
can possibly estimate. 

New York Ciry. Me 


That Twelfth Boy 


A True Story of a Boys’ Class 
By Gerrit Verkuyl 


BOUT a year ago there was in the Perseverance 

Sunday-school of Milwaukee a class of three boys 
and their teacher, about as discouraged as boys are 
likely to get. Gradually their membership had been 
dwindling down from seven or eight, some leaving 
because of removal but most because they were no 
longer interested. Although in theory a class of 
three can have a most profitable time with their 
teacher;in actual experience it usually lacks the in- 
spiration of the larger group. Besides, the few who 
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remain seem often more ready to absent themse!ves 
thus practically destroying the class sense and spirit 
beyond all recovery. 

hen matters had about come to such a pass the 
teacher proposed that on the following Saturday 
each of them give the full afternoon to the gather- 
ing in of new or delinguent members, The boys ac- 
cepted the challenge And lived up to it; but when they 
met on the Sunday morning not one of those they 
had so specially invited appeared. It developed that 
very few had promised to come, and even these few 
had not stuck to their promise. If ever a group of 
healthy boys felt thoroughly disgusted with the order 
of things and deep down in the mouth it was this 
group. They were ready to disband then and there. 

Their leader was distressed but not in despair. She 
reminded her boys that their church had taken the 
name “Perseverance” with the intention that every 
one connected with it should make the word his 
motto, Then she suggested that each of them pick 
out three boys, whom they should invite, that they 
pray God to bless them in their efforts, and that they 
also ask God to lead them each to a fourth boy 
whom they did not yet know or of whom they had 
not been thinking. With this agreement they parted, 
promising to pray every day, to use every chance that 
came, and to spend Saturday afternoon for the one 
purpose of securing members. 

Fifteen new pupils came in that Sunday. Of these 
fifteen, eleven are still regular attendants, and an- 
other has left the class to meet the Saviour whom 
there he learned to love. 

That twelfth boy was a little Jewish lad who had 
been present at a few sessions of the Daily Vacation 
Bible School. A younger brother came with Isadore. 
One morning, after they had come almost every Sun- 
day for four or five months, Isadore hung around at 
the close of the-period, wanting to see his teacher 
alone. He had been wondering whether they would 
allow him to unite with the church, “If you believe 
in Jesus Christ as the Saviour of the world and your 
own Saviour, and you promise to love and serve 
Him,” assured the teacher, “you can be received into 
the membership of this church. The pastor is just 
starting a class of boys and girls about your age in 
preparation for the Easter Cummunion and I will be 
glad to speak to him. I can assure you that he will 
gladly have you join that class.” 

Isadore had another question. “I hear a good deal 
about heaven,” he continued, “and at my home they 
talk about it, too. I wish you would let the lesson go 
next Sunday and tell us boys all about heaven.” She 
promised to make a special study of the subject. 
But to her disappointment Isadore was not there when 
next the class met, Her brother came in a bit late and 
informed her that Isadore had been hit by a big truck 
two hours before and had been brought home in a 
critical condition. Would she come over and see him 
right after church? 

She did not wait until after church. As soon as 
Sunday-school was dismissed she ran to the humble 
home of the boy she had come to love. Isadore had 
regained consciousness and was glad to see his 
teacher. He apologized for his absence and began 
to talk of the subject they should have taken up that 
morning. But soon it became clear that speaking 
was too much for him. All he could do was to put 
his free hand into hers, while the other held a little 
Bible she had given him in recognition of his faith- 
ful attendance and work. He motioned to his loved 
ones to come near the bed and was able to make 
known his desire that she should pray with them. 
She knelt and they bowed during her prayer. 

But she felt that she must remain no longer; these 
sacred moments belonged to his loved ones even more 
than to her. As she arose to leave she noticed that 
he had turned over. His father called out to him that 
his teacher was leaving, expecting some token of 
farewell, 

No token came. The spirit of the boy had gone to 
be with Him whom he had learned to love. The class 
was present to escort the body to the grave. And 
to-day there is a class of fifteen boys in the Perse- 
verance Sunday-school—some of them in the church— 
from whose memory that little Jewish comrade will 
not soon fade. Three of these boys at least are con- 
vinced that it pays to carry out the motto of their 
church; they are glad they stuck to their task. And 
one teacher is so happy; she feels like telling every- 
body of the boy who wanted to know all about 
heaven,’and went there on the day she had promised 
to inform him. 


CHICAGO. 
we 


Have you neglected that New Year resolution you 
made to learn a Bible verse every day during, 1918? 
The year is yet young and one of the excellencies of 
The. Bible Success Band Booklets is that you may be- 
gin at any time during the year to memorize. Bishop 
Moule, Francis E. Clark, Marion Lawrance, David S. 
Cairns, and A, C. Dixon have all written for the 1918 
Booklet, and a Christian leader says “it is the best.” 
A single copy costs 15 cents, ten or more 12 cents 
each. Order from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, Philadelphia. 
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d if he doesn’t, here is something for him 





“ASK DAD—HE KNOWS!” 


By Charles R. Scott and C. M. Shepherd 





Scene—Son’s Room. Pennants. School Books on table 
at which son is seated with school book in hand. 


Son: Aw, I can’t get my mind down to this. Don’t 
seem to be able to study any more. Where are my 
cigs? (gets cig out of drawer as Father appears in 
door and then disappears.) 

Son (listening): Say, I’d better close the door. 
(Closes docr hanging out sign “Busy.”) Well, if I 


can’t study I sure can devour the sporting page— 
and a cig. “Ask Dad—He Knows.” Gosh, I hope he 
don’t know. If he did, Good-night. (Looks over 


paper). Yankees win again. And Home Run Baker 

e sure is some player. (Knock at door, Dad en- 
ters, Son gets rid of cigarette, puts it back in 
drawer.) 

Dad: Hello, Son. You're not too busy to take your 
weekly allowance, are you? (gives Son a check). 

Son: No. Thank you, dad. 

Dad: Don’t let it all go up in smoke. 

Son (Aside—Smoke? Guess we need a little venti- 
lation in here.) To Dad—Rather warm, don’t you 
think? (opens a window or another door.) 

Dad: Yes, fresh air won’t hurt you. 
team getting along? \ 

Son: Oh, so so, The fellows are not much inter- 
ested in baseball. Coach too strict. Says the fellows 
have to cut out candy, sodas, pie, and—other sweet 
things. 

Dad: “Sweet Caps,” I suppose? 

Son: Yes, have to cut the cigarette, too. 

Dad: Well, he seems to agree with Baker. 

Son: Home Run Baker? (picking up sporting 


How’s the 


page. 
Dad: Yes, you know Baker says: “I do not smoke 
or drink; never did smoke or drink. If any youngster 
wants advice from one who doesn’t mean to preach 
there it is. Leave cigarettes and tobacco in any form 
alone, and do not touch booze now or at any time.” 

Son: Well, I suppose that’s just his personal 
opinion. 

Dad: Well, here is Connie Mack’s personal opin- 
ion: “It is my candid opinion, and I have watched 
very closely the last twelve years or more, that boys 
at the age of ten to fifteen who have continued smok- 
ing cigarettes do not as a rule amount to anything. 
They are unfit in every way for any kind of wor 
where brains are needed. No boy or man can ex- 
pect to succeed in this work to a high position and 
continue to use cigarettes.” 

Son: Say, Dad, that’s pretty strong, isn’t it? 

Dad: Well, it does seem so. But here’s our friend 
Mike Donovan, for over thirty years Physical Direc- 
tor of the New York Athletic Club. Listen—*Any 
boy who smokes can never hope to succeed in any 
line of endeavor, as smoking weakens the heart and 
lungs and ruins the stomach and affects the entire 
nervous system. If a boy or young man expects to 
amount to anything in athletics, he must let smoking 
and all kinds of liquor alone, They are rank poison 
to his athletic accomplishments.” 

Son: Yes, that sounds good, too, 
sons are back of such talk? 

Dad: Do you mean why are these athletic men 
against cigarettes? Let me tell you about an experi- 
ment Dr, David Paulson, when a student at Bellevue 
Hospital Medical School, New York City, made on a 
cat. “He soaked in water enough tobacco to make 
an ordinary cigarette. Then he injected under the 
cat’s skin a hypodermic syringe full of this tobacco 
juice. In a few minutes the cat began to-quiver, then 
tremble, then it had cramps, and in less than twenty 
minutes it died in violent convulsions. The poison 
destroyed the nine lives a cat is popularly supposed 
to possess.” 

on: Gee, that’s going some. 

Dad (picking up a book): Well, I don’t want to 
interrupt your studies. I see you are boning hard. 
How’s it coming? 

Son: Well, not so good. 
harder here lately. 

Dad: Oh, the uenes are getting harder; I thought 
it was the head, or maybe there are more cigarettes 
being sold than ever before. 

Son: Oh, cigarettes don’t interfere with your stud- 





But what rea- 


Lessons are getting 


ies. I guess there are lots of cigarette smokers at 
the — of the classes. All these college fellows 
smoke 


Dad: Really? Then what about this? (takes out 
newspaper. Statements from Harvard, Yale, and 
-Amherst- clear demonstrated by actual examination 
and record | statistics that the use of tobacco among 
college students checks the growth in weight, height, 
chest-girth and, most of all, lung capacity. 

Son: Well, if it’s in the (local paper) it must be 
true. But what difference does that make? A fellow 
gets out in business, and if he can do the job his 
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Father-and-Son Week has been suggested by the 
Y. M. C. A. for the seven-day iod, F 
11-17, 1918, that includes Lin ’s birthday. It 


Scott, New Jersey State Sec 
one of its authors, for use at F -and-Son ban- 
quets, and Boys’ Day and other gatherings of boys. 
It has been used with success on several occasions, 
though it is now published for the first time, and 
will at once be put into pamphlet form by The 
Sunday School Times Company (2 cents each; 20 
cents a dozen copies, or $1.00 a hundred copi 

postpaid). Send to the Times for its leaflet listi 

other anti-tobacco pamphlets, including Dr. D. 

Kress’ “Tobacco as a Physician Sees It” (3 cents 
each; 30 cents a dozen; 50 or more, 2 cents each). 








boss doesn’t care whether he stood at the head of his 
class, or whether he smokes, or what he does, 

Dad: So that’s the way you look at it! I was just 
thinking about my frien Gesene Baunheff, Superin- 
tendent of the Lindell Railway, St. Louis. De you 
know what he told me the other day? “Under no 
circumstances will I hire a man who smokes cigar- 
ettes. He is as dangerous at the front end of a 
motor as a man who drinks; in fact, he is more dan- 
gerous. His nerves are bound to give way at a 
critical moment, A motorman needs his nerve all 
the time; and a cigarette smoker cannot stand the 
strain.” Baunhoff seems to care, doesn’t he? 

Son: Yes, Dad; but you don’t expect me to be a 
motorman, do you. I’m going into business. 

Dad: Well, if you want to smoke cigs and go 
into business you'd better start looking for a job 
now. Judge Stubbs, of Indianapolis; names twenty- 








ASK DAD—HE KNOWS! 
By Charles R. Scott. 


What do Connie Mack, Mike Donovan, “Home 
Run” Baker, and other well-known athletic men say 


about cigarettes? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 


Why does the Fire Department in many of our 
cities forbid smoking in factories, offices, etc.? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 


What poisons are found in the paper and tobacco 


of some cigarettes? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 


What effect has nicotine on a cat or frog? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 


How many students who smoke cigarettes gradu- 
ate at the head of their class in college? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 


Why do so many business firms refuse to employ 


cigarette smokers? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 


Why does the State have an act to prohibit the sale 
or gift of cigarettes to any person under the age of 


18 years? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 


rette smoking have on schol- 
ool records? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 


How many railroads refuse to engage men who 


smoke cigarettes? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 
Does cigarette smoking decrease or increase the 


heart action? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 
What do the best medical authorities say about 
boys smoking cigarettes? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 


Why do athletic coaches require abstaining abso- 
lutely from all forms of tobatco while training? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 


Why are the majority of boys who are brought 
before the courts cigarette smokers? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 


Why do Cigar Makers’ Unions fine any members 
smoking cigarettes? 
Ask Dad—He Knows. 


If Dad cannot answer 
Inquire of your Sunday-school teacher or 
Secretary of the e 
YOUNG MEN'S CHRISTIAN ASSOCIATION 


What effect does ci 
arsbip as shown by s 





two great business establishments which refuse to 
employ cigaretists. The list includes Swift and Com- 
pany, Marshall Field and Company, of Chicago, and 
several big railroads. He says: “The list might 
be extended indefinitely, showing that the cigarette is 
a serious if not fatal handicap to highest business 
success.” Maybe there won’t be as many openings as 
you think for a cigarette smoker, 

_ Son: Well, anyhow, Dad, the automobile business 
is the coming industry. I am going to learn all there 
is to know about that Cadillac of yours, and when I 
gang from college, I’ll get a job with the Cadillac 
people. 

Dad; Time sure does fly, when you're talking about 
it. Perhaps the Cadillac people will have something 
to say. This is what they say now: “Boys who 
smoke cigarettes we do not care to employ or keep in 
our employ. In the future we will not hire any one 
whom we know to be addicted to this habit. It is 
our desire to weed it entirely out of our factory 
just as soon as practical. We will ask every one in 
our factory who sees the seriousness of this habit 
to use his influence in having it stamped out. We 
have two objects in interesting ourselves in this mat- 
ter. First, to help men and boys; second, we believe 
that men who do not smoke cigarettes or frequent 
saloons can make better automobiles than those who 
do.” Perhaps they will change their minds by the 
time you get there. 

Son: Gee, Dad, you close every opportunity for me 
to earn a living! Say, I got a card from Mr. Scott 
the other day with a lot of questions on it. You seem 
to know something about cigarettes. Perhaps you 
can answer some of these (hunts for card. Finds it 
in. pocket with cigarette coupons). ‘Yes, here they 
are. What poisons are found in the paper and tobacco 
of some cigarettes? 

Dad: Yes, I have gone into the thing a little. 
Why, cigarette smoking produces carbon monoxide— 
a deadly poison that hardens the lining of the lungs. 
Smoking also. causes thickening of red corpuscles, 
which eventually leads to heart failure, 

Son: Here’s another. What effect does cigarette 
smoking have on scholarship, as shown by school 


Dad: That’s easy, too. Professor W. H. Mc- 
Keever, for instance, of the State Agricultural Col- 
lege, reports that out of 2,336 cigarette-using boys 
who were attending public school, only six were re- 
ported bright students. About ten were average, and 
the rest were poor and worthless. 

Son: Why do athletic coaches require abstaining 
absolutely from all forms of tobacco while training? 

Dad: First, it hurts the wind, Second, it injures 
the ability of the heart to respond quickly to extra 
work. And here’s another little thing I want to call 
your attention to: Judge Leroy Crane, of New York 
City, says: “Of the boys who come in my court, 95 
percent brought before me, charged with offenses 
from shooting craps to burglary, are cigarette smokers, 
while those who do not smoke them seldom appear 
before me. I call cigarettes ‘little white devils.’” The 
United States Government should pass laws prevent- 
ing their sale and manufacture within its borders. 
Perhaps the cigarette didn’t bring them there, but 
they all brought the cigarette there. 

Son: Well, why don’t they prohibit selling them to 
boys? I can buy them any time I want. 

ad: Yes, and (a dealer) can be fined fifty dol- 
lars and sent to jail for three months for selling them 
to you. That’s the law in New Jersey. 

Son: Gee, I wonder how he would like that! 
Here’s a funny one. “Why do Cigar Makers’ Unions 
fine any member smoking cigarettes?” I don’t be- 
lieve any Cigar Makers’ Union would do that. 

Dad: Well, you may not think so, but they do just 
the same. At a meeting, January 4, Bow 4 of the 
Cigar Makers’ Union No. 92, of Worcester it was 
voted to fine any member smoking a cigarette $5 for 
each offense. This rule was made ‘solely to protect 
the Sick and. Death Benefit Funds, as it was found 
that cigarette smokers drew more than their share of 
the sick benefits, and more death claims were paid 
to their families, 

Son: Dad, you sure have got this cigarette down 
fine. Why are you so opposed to cigarettes? Seems 
to me you used to smoke them yourself about five 
years ago. : 

Dad: Let me tell you, son. You remember the fire 
down at our factory about that same time. I lost a 
lot of money when it burned down.. Yes, sir, and it 
was my own fault. I threw away my cigarette and it 
fell among some waste. I learned my lesson. 

Son: Gee, Dad, that’s fierce! 

Dad: Yes, and this is what Edward F. Croker, 

(Continued on page 75) 
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The Lesson Pilot 


By Charles Gellaudet Trumbull 


Getting Started in Class 


OWING on good ground is a wonderful expe- 

rience. The London Christian tells of religious 

services in camp on the Palestine front, and the 
writer says: “I had one delightful case of conver- 
sion. It was an officer, who had passed through 
deep waters, and was much exercised in soul. He 
had been vainly seeking the Lord Jesus for some 
time. What a joy it was to lead him step by step to 
the Person of our Lord, His finished work, and our 
relationship to Him and it! The need for a personal 
choice was then pressed, showing the impossibility 
’ of neutrality. It was necessary to show how the 
yielding of the will gave the Spirit of God access to 
man, and new life is imparted accordingly. After 
an hour or two dealing with these matters, he looked 
up anxiously, and said: ‘Pray with me.’ We knelt 
together, and claimed Isaiah 53 and 55, along with 
John 1:12, basing one’s attitude on the fact that God 
could not make such offers and promises, simply to 
mock us, Rising with shining and tear-dimmed eyes, 
he grasped my hand, saying: ‘It’s done! I’m sure 
it is! And that fact that God cannot mock us has 
clinched it.’ What a thrill it gave me as I realized a 
soul born again! . . . ‘Now,’ he said, ‘my one desire 
is to live for Christ and to see my wife saved.’” 


Our Background Material 


“Four words will help us to link together the whole 
of God’s revelation. In the Old Testament we are 
concerned entirely with Preparation along the three 
lines of the expected Messiah as Prophet, Priest, and 
King.. The Pentateuch shows the need of a Priest; 
the historical books the need of a King; and the 
poetical and prophetical books, the need of a Prophet. 
Then in the New Testament we have the four Gos- 
pels, which may be summed up in the word Manifesta- 
tion;:and we ‘see that the three lines of Old Testa- 
ment Preparation are met and realized in the coming 
of our Lord, and we are now enabled to sing, ‘Jesus, 
my Prophet, Priest, and King.’ Then follows the 
section covering Acts and the Epistles, to which may 
be given the term Appropriation, showing in various 
ways how the Lord is received, appropriated, applied, 
and appreciated in the life-of individuals and com- 
munities. Finally the New Testament closes with 
the book of Revelation, to which we may give the 
term Consummation, indicating the future outlook 
and culmination of everything that preceded in the 
purpose and plan of God.” 

From a section on “The Place of the Gospels in 
Scripture,” in Dr. Griffith Thomas’ pamphlet, “How 
to Study the Gospel of Mark,” to be had from The 
Sunday School Times Company, 3 cents each, or two* 
copies for 5 cents, postpaid). 


The Lesson Itself 


The references, except as otherwise noted, are to les- 

son-articles in this issue. Bold-face figures at the end 

of certain paragraphs in those articles will help in 
quickly locating the references. 

Invite the class to discover, with you, how Jesus’ 
parables helped and hindered. Perhaps that word 
“hindered” will startle some of them; that means all 
the better attention on their part. 

There were two things that were increasing in 
Jesus’ life: his popularity, and opposition to him. It 
was in,view of this that he now made a change of plan 
in his teaching, as Dr. Griffith Thomas (1) points 
out; he used parables in order to help some and to 
hinder others; in order to reveal and to conceal. 
Give the class Matthew Henry’s definition of a 
parable. 

The teachér should read carefully, before going to 
class, Principal McNicol’s remarkable article on the 
parables, on page 64 in this issue. It will be well to 
read this: with -pencil-and note-book in hand, and set 
down the various distinct points concerning parables 
that the article brings out, that these may be shared 
with the class. Note that Jesus must have used 
parables a great deal, for it was “many things” 
he taught them that way (v. 2). Yet God has pre- 
served for us all that Jesus taught which it is neces- 
sary that we should have. 

What is a parable? Let the class discuss this, then 
give Dr. Griffith Thomas’ definition (2), and the 
definitions also given by Principal McNicol. Bring 
out the difference between a parable and a fable. 

When you come to the Sower Parable itself, a de- 
scription from a boy’s stardpoimt of the four kinds 
of ground, given in Pucker’s~€lass (Mr. Rogers, 1), 
if read aloud by one of the class will hold the’im=>~ 
terest of all. 


LESSON 7. FEBRUARY 17. JESUS TEACHING BY PARABLES: [0°25 


Mark 4 : 1-20 


Golden Text.—Take heed therefore how ye hear.—Luke 8 : 18 


a 





, 





Memory Verse: Be ye doers 





pions Materiel for Tenshem : Matt. 13 : 1-30, 36-43. 
ory ¥ . of the word —James x ; 22. 








The portion of the text indicated by the International 
sson Committee for printing in the lesson helps is 
Mark 4: 1-8, 14-20 

1 And again he began to teach by the sea side. And 
there is gathered unto him a very great multitude, so that 
he entered into a boat, and sat in the sea; and all the 
multitude were by the sea on the land. 2 And he taught 
them many things in parables, and said unto them in his 
teaching, 3 Hearken: Behold, the sower went forth to 
sow: 4 and it came to pass, as he sowed, some seed fell by 
the way side, and the birds came and devoured it. 5 And 
other fell on the rocky ground, where it had not much 
earth; and straightway it sprang up, because it had no 
deepness of earth: 6 and when the sun was risen, it was 
scorched; and because it had no root, it withered away. 
7 And other fell among the thorns, and the thorns grew up, 


and choked it, and it yielded no fruit. 8 And others fell 


into the good ground, and yielded fruit, growing up and 
increasing; and brought forth, thirtyfold, and sixtyfold, and 
a hundredfold. . . . 144 The sower soweth the word. 15 And 
these are they by the way side, where the word is sown; 
and when they have heard, straightway cometh Satan, and 
taketh away the word which hath been sown in them. 
16 And these in like.manner are they that are sown upon 
the rocky places, who, when they have heard the word, 
straightway receive it with joy; 17 and they have no root 
in themselves, but endure for a while; then, when tribu- 
lation or persecution ariseth because of the word, straight- 


“ way they stumble. 18 And others are they that are sown 


among the thorns; these are they that have heard the 
word, 19 and the cares of the 1 world, and the-deceitfulness 
of riches, and the lusts of other things entering in, choke 
the word, and it becometh unfruitful. 20 And those are they 
that were sown upon the good ground; such as hear the 
word, and accept it, and bear fruit, thirtyfold, and sixty- 
fold, and a hundredfold. - 


1Or, age 
American Revision copyright, 1901, by Thomas Nelson & Sons 








Light from the Orient on the life and customs of 
farm life is given by Dr. Mackie. 
Get the class to name, or set down on a slip of 


-paper, the four kinds of ground Jesus mentioned. 


Then have them set down the four results,—what 
happened to each seed-sowing. And have them also 
list the enemies of good fruitage in the parable. 
The four kinds of soil are clearly explained by 
Dr. Griffith Thomas in his Section I. And the four 


_ results of the sowing, with reference to the seed, are 


strikingly given in the little table or diagram in Mr. 
Rogers’ article. 

After the class has explained what the “seed” is, 
bring out the resemblances bet~veen the seed and the 
bs her of God, as shown by Dr. Griffith Thomas 
(I, 4). 

Is it conceivable that the wheat that sprang up 
among thorns may represent real Christians who, 
however, are bearing no fruit? That there are such 
Christians is evident from their description in 1 Cor. 
3:15, where they are said to be finally “saved, yet 
so as by fire.” The thorny ground wheat must have 
been sickly and puny, and shrivelled in grain, so that 
no miller would have it for flour and no farmer for 
seed, yet it really was wheat, was it not? Is there 
any sadder tragedy than that of a fruitless Christian? 

A striking illustration of shallow ground in boy life 
is brought out in Pucker’s Class (Mr. Rogers, 2-3). 

In a most illuminating book on “The Study of the 
Parables,” by Ada R. Habershon (published in Lon- 
don by James Nisbet and Company), it is pointed out 
that the three things which lead to unfruitfulness, 
the birds of the air, the rocks, and the thorns, corre- 
spond with the power of the Devil, the flesh, and the 
world. The same writer brings out the fact that in 
Matthew 13: 23, they hear the word and understand it; 
in Mark 4:20 they hear the word and receive it; in 
Luke 8: 15 having heard the word they keep it. 

It was ‘a searching thing that our Lord said to his 
disciples:about his use of parables (vs. 11, 12). Have 
the class study this carefully. Those who were ready 
to believe in Jesus, and listen to him with open hearts 
and obedient .wills, were told the parables in order 
that “the mystery of the Kingdom of God” might be 
given to them.. Those who were unwilling to believe 
and obey would be prevented by those same parables 
from understanding the truth that they were wilfully 
rejecting. OurLord. did not mean that he was un- 

ling .for his enemies to repent (v. #2); but only, 
as Dr. Griffith Thomas (3) points out, that the truth 


would now be presented in such a way that only those 
who cared for it would able to understand. Dr. 
Griffith Thomas (III, 7) shows how the same truth 
results in exactly opposite ways, according to the 
person upon whom it works. 


The Truth that Is Golden 


It is blessedly simple and easy to have a big fruit- 
age. Simply “hear the word and accept it” (v. 20). 
We can all do that. Fruit-bearing, then, is not our 
responsibility; it is our responsibility to listen to the 
Word of God and believe Him. He will produce the 
fruit in our lives. Jesus gives the secret also in 
John 15: 4, 5. 

God himself supplies the fruit that he wants to see, 
and he pledges himself to produce it, in the life of 
the believing, abiding disciple; he describes it in 
Galatians 5: 22. 

And the best thing about the fruit-bearing of the 
Christian is that it does not glorify the Christian; it 
glorifies God (John 15:8), 


Teaching Points 


It is a dangerous thing to do without what God 
offers us; for then we are in danger of losing that 
which we already have (Matt. 13: 12). 

Satan is a “straightway” worker (Dr. Griffith 
Thomas, I, 5)—far quicker than most Christians, 
taking no risks lest he be defeated. 

Notice that it is when persecution arises because of 
the Word that those who have no root in themselves 
stumble (v. 17). They think they are ready to re- 
ceive the Word, until they find they have to suffer 
in order to hold on to it; then, having taken it only 
superficially, they let go. Are we ready to believe 
the Word of God no matter what it costs? 

There is no virtue in poverty, for poverty as well 
as riches can choke the. Word (Dr, Griffith Thomas, 
‘©. 

If we want to understand the Word (Matt. 13: 23), 
we must accept it (Mark 4: 20). 

There is one thing that will not scare the birds 
away from the hard ground of the wayside, and 
that is strikingly shown in Mr. Pace’s Cartoon on 
page 73. 

The devil’s “birds” are well trained; they never 
fail to hover about every seed-sowing. 


Questions for Study and Discussion 

What proportion of those who heard Jesus tell this 
parable do you think may have heard the Word and 
accepted it? = 

Why does God ever permit the seed of his Word 
to be snatched away from where it was sown? 

How can we make sure of losing none of the seed 
of the Word that is sown in our lives? 

Could God do more than he is doing to get people 
to receive and be blessed by his Word? 

Does this parable of the sower deal with the ques- 
tion of salvation, or with the question of the fruit- 
bearing of Christians? Or both? 

Should we always refrain from sowing any seed 
of God’s Word by “the wayside,” or on “rocky 


’ 


ground” or on “thorny ground”? 
Was our Lord’s word in verse 13 a rebuke? 
Why the difference between the thirtyfold, sixty- 
fold, and hundredfold fruitage of the same seed fall- 
ing into good ground? : 


A Glimpse of Next Sunday’s Lesson 


[For the teacher to give the class a week ahead. The 
suggestions and questions are for the members’ own 
preparatior.] 

Jesus Teaching by Parables—The Growth of the Kingdom 
(Mark 4: 21-34). 


What we have learned this week about parables, 
and our Lord’s reason for using them, challenges us 
to believe and accept his Word in order that we may 
understand the parables that continue to come to us 
from him, such as these in the next lesson. Here is 
another seed-sowing parable; but for a different 
teaching purpose. And there are birds mentioned 
again; let us compare them with the “birds” men- 
tioned in the parable we have just studied. 

When shall the hid things be manifested? (v. 22.) 

Why is it that to those who have, to them shall be 
given? (v. 25.) 

What is “the kingdom of God”? (vs. 26, 30.) 

Why did Jesus liken the kingdom of God to a grain 
of mustard seed? 

Why was it that “without a parable spake he not 
unto. them”? 

PHILADELPHIA. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 


By Rev. Professor W. H. Griffith Thomas, D.D. 








Connection.—A crisis in our Lord’s ministry had 
arrived and a change of teaching was necessary. In 
verses 10-12 Christ explained why he commenced the 
new form of instruction, There is a contrast be- 
tween “unto you” and “unto them.” The time had 
come for sifting his hearers.. Opposition was grow- 
ing and popularity was increasing, and this consti- 
tuted the twofold necessity of a thorough test. Now 
parables by their form would reveal the truth to the 
earnest and inquiring, and conceal it from the rem | 
curious or indifferent. Matthew Henry says: “ 
parable is a shell that keeps the fruit for the diligent, 
but keeps it from the slothful.” (1) 

What is a parable? The Greek word means 
“something placed beside,” a comparison. Christ 
made frequent use of proverbs and figures of speech, 
which were among the common stock of Jewish 
teachers. There were also parables in the Old Testa- 
ment (2 Sam. 12:1-4; Isa, 5 1-6). Farrar distin- 
guishes between several aspects of figurative teach- 
ing. A parable is a pictorial exhibition of truth by 
actual elements of comparison. A fable is a similar 
exhibition of truth, but by fanciful elements of com- 
parison, (2) 

The severity of Christ’s words is very impressive 
(v. 12). The Jewish leaders in their opposition to 
him had actually asserted that his miracles had been 
wrought by Satan (3: 22) ; and because of this wilful 
resistance to and rejection of truth, these leaders 
were to be punished by means of this new method, 
which would make things more difficult for them to 
understand, 

Verse 12 is a quotation from Isaiah 6:9, 10 and 
refers to the judicial blindness of those who delib- 
erately will not see. Christ’s concealment of truth 
was at once a purpose and a result, but the purpose 
was not God’s first or last intention, but only his in- 
termediate one for chastisement. When the heart 
does not respond to the first beams of light, brighter 
ones follow with the result that they dazzle and 
blind, Thus verse 12 does not mean that Christ was 
unwilling for the opponents to repent, but that he 
would present the truth in such a way that only those 
who cared for it would be able to understand and 
appreciate it. It is important that this crisis in the 
ministry and the new method of teaching by parables 
should be thoroughly understood. (3) 


Date.—A. D. 28. 


Mark’s Gospel.—This was included in the second 
period of the Galilean ministry (3: 13 to 6:6). 

Books on the Lesson.— Vollmer, “Students’ Life of 
Christ” (Fleming H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25 
net), Pp. 133-135; Riddle, “Outline Harmony of the 
Gospels” (The Sunday School Times Co., 10 cents and 
25 cents), section 56; Croscup, “Historical Charts of 
the Life and Ministry of Christ” (The Sunday School 
Times, $1), section 63; Smith, “Students’ Illustrated 
Historical Geography of the Holy Land” (The Sun- 
day School Times, 75 cents), Index; Lake of Galilee. 
There are several important books on the parables: 
“Notes on the Parables,” by Richard. C. Trench 
(Revell, $1 net); “The Parabolic Teaching of 
Christ,” by Bruce (George H. Doran Co., New York, 
$1.50 net); “The Parables of Our Saviour,” by W. 
M. Taylor (Doran, 60 cents net). 


I. The Lesson’s Main Message 


For those who take the verses in their order a 
good outline would be: (1) The Special Method 
(vs, 1-9; (2) The Solemn Motive (vs. 10-12; (3) 
The Special Meaning (vs, 12-20). But it seems best 
to take verses 10-12 separately, as above, in explana- 
tion of the important crisis, and then to blend both 
parable (vs. 1-9) and interpretation (vs. 13-20): 

The Sower. The scene is vividly pictured (v. 1). 
Perhaps from the boat Christ saw the actual work 
of a sower near the shore-line. The original sower 
was the Lord himself, and he was followed by his 
Apostles. Since then many others have been doing 
the work, and we may think of our parents, teachers, 
friends, and pastors engaged in sowing the seed. 

The Seed. By this is meant the Word of God, and 
the comparison between a seed and the Word is in- 
teresting and significant. A seed possesses life, 
gives life, and feeds life. So with the Word of God. 
It bestows eternal life (1 Pet. 1:23), and then by its 
Divine force propagates the life wherever sown. (4) 

The Sowing.’ This is the work of preaching and 
teaching the Word, and every instrumentality is en- 
gaged in it. The sower is an illustration of the way 
in which all workers for Christ are to scatter the 
seed as Widely as possible. Books, tracts, Bibles, 
everything that contains God’s message, contain the 
seed to be sown. 

The Soils. But the soil is not so productive as it 
ought to b>. Why is this? There is no defect in 
the seed, which is always powerful. The explana- 
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tion is in the ground itself, and the parable speaks 
of four kinds, representing different results. 

1. Hardness. This represents a well-trodden path 
across the fields on which the seed is sown, nF be- 
cause it cannot germinate is quickly taken up b 
the birds, The heart becomes hardened through evil 


influences, Thoughts and desires unchecked and un- ° 


forbidden create and deepen this hardness. Truth 
is heard, but it only remains on the surface of the 
heart and for a while. Satan then takes away the 
Word, because it has remained exposed. Note the 
force of “straightway” (v. 15). There is no loiter- 
ing or delay, and the Word is snatched away lest it 
should somehow germinate and men believe. (5) 


2. Shallowness. This represents a thin layer of 
soil or rock beneath, with rapid growth and rapid de- 
cay in the warm Eastern night (Jonah 4:10; James 
1:11). The shallowness of the soil does not allow 
a development of the root. This means that the heart 
is often superficial and emotional, easily interested 
and impressed, but with no depth of conviction; pos- 
sessing feeling, not faith; convictions, not conscience 
impressed; joy felt without repentance. Like the 
young man who said: “I go, sir; and went not” 
(Matt. 21: 30). 


3. Wildness. This represents mixed ground, partly 
good and partly full of thorns, an uncultivated bit 
of ground but already occupied, The heart is some- 
times preoccupied with cares or pleasures or wealth 
or “other things.” There is no solid support for 
goodness, because everything true is choked by the 

resence of “other things.” And not only by “deceit- 
ulness of riches,” but also by “deceitfulness of pov- 
erty,” for some people seem to think they wiil get to 
heaven because they are poor. Whatever may be the 
trouble, it is impossible to serve God and sin (Matt. 
6:24; 1 John 2:15). Achan, Géhazi, Judas, and 
Demas all tried to blend the two services, but found 
it absolutely impossible. (6) 


4. Fruitfulness, This represents good ground, 
which has been cleared, ploughed, and softened. 
There are hearts genuinely desirous of receiving the 
truth and reproducing it in their lives. A hundred- 
fold would be quite true to the great fertility in 
Northern Palestine. 

II. Additional Material for Teachers 

Matt. 13: 1-30, 36-43. 

As the first parable shows that the seed is God’s 
Word, so this, the second, proceeds to teach that the 
seed represents God’s children who have thus re- 
ceived and become transformed by the Word. There 
are three contrasts in this parable: 

1. The sowing. Christ and his enemy, the latter 
imitating what God does. 

2. The growing. It was only as time went on 
that the servants could see what had been done, and 
their surprise and perplexity were natural. Time 
alone shows the reality of things. 

3. The reaping. There would be a clear division, 
a total separation, and an eternal result in this essen- 
tial difference between evil and good. Thus, the 
second parable sheds light on two mysteries of to- 
day: why everything on earth is spoiled (an enemy) ; 
why evil is permitted to go on unchecked (time is 
needed). So there is a threefold difference in the 
seeds sown: in nature, in form, in destiny. 


Ill. The Heart of the Lesson 


1. The Sad Result. There were three failures to 
one success in the parables, and although this pro- 
portion may not have been meant by Christ, it is 


solemn to recall his own experience of opposition 


during his ministry. Effects always vary according to 
the state of the heart. Christ must have been disap- 
pointed by the apparent failure of his work, and 
Christian service to-day often has the same sad ex- 
perience. It is sad to realize that the Gospel is “a 
savor from life unto life” and “from death unto 
death” (2 Cor, 2:16). The same sun that melts the 
ice hardens the clay, and yet the explanation is not in 
any difference in the sun, but only in the nature of 
that on which the sun shines. (7) 


2. The Solemn Responsibility. The state of the 
ground explained the difference of results, and the 
condition of our hearts depends on ourselves. The 
first represents indifference; the second, impulsive- 
ness; the third, impurity; and the solemn, even ter- 
rible thought is that all these three may be found in 
one life. A heart may commence with mixed mo- 
tives (third), and then proceed to mere emotional- 
ism (second), and then end by becoming utterly hard 
(first). Hence the deneatal, and pressing call to 
consider our ways, 


3. The Splendid Revelation. The Gospel clearly 
shows that all these failyres may be changed into 
success. The hard ground may be softened, the 
shallow ground may be.deepened. This is the glory 
of Divine grace that, whatever may have been the 
past, the Divine love, mercy, and power can enter 
into our life and make it abundantly fruitful. There 
is nothing in the world to compare with this chal- 
lenge of grace and the assurance of wonderful trans- 
formations. 


4. The Supreme Requirement. Christ applied his 
parable by saying, “Who hath ears to hear, let him 
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hear” (v. 9), and on several other occasions he gave 
the same message (Matt. 11:15; 13:9, 43; Mark 4: 
23; 7:16; Luke 8:8; 14:35). There are two classes: 

ose who have ears and those who have no ears, 
All have capacity and therefore all have responsi- 
bility. This calls forth effort, because of hindrances, 
Sometimes hearts are preoccupied; at other times, 
they are too familiar with the truth for it to make 
any impression; at other times, there is opposition; 


-and yet again, there is listlessness, If we do not hear, 


we shall become deaf, for the price of having is using. 
There is such a thing as moral and spiritual atrophy. 
Darwin said that owing to concentration on scientific 
studies, he had lost his early taste for music, art, 
and literature. It is a great law of life in regard to 
money, the body, intellect, and character, that if we 
do not use, we lose. This ee special point to the 
four prepositions associated with this parable. In 
the first, the seed fell “by” the wayside; in the 
second, “on” the stony ground; in the third, “among” 
the thorns; in the fourth, “into” the good ground: 
The seed must go down to the depths of our being, 
if it is to be rooted and bring forth fruit. 


IV. Leading Questions 
What is a parable? 
For whom were parables primarily intended? 
Why did Christ use parables at this juncture? 
What is the relation of the disciples to parables? 
What is the meaning of the application in verse 9? 
What parables are found in the Old Testament? 
Illustrate each of these four kinds of ground from 
personal examples in the Bible. 


What special application did Christ make of the 
words of Isaiah? 


What is the force of the rebuke in verse 13? 
Wyc irre CoLiece, Toronto. 


The Prophecy in This Lesson 
By C. I. Scofield, D.D. 


ENTER with this lesson a new field of proph- 

ecy. Up to this point it has been Jesus Christ 

the fulfiller of Old Testament prophecy. But with the 

opening of the “mysteries of the kingdom of heaven” 

there is a new forward look, and Jésus himself is the 

prophet. For a “mystery” in the Scripture use of that 

word always means a thing heretofore kept secret, 

and now revealed for the first time (Matt. 13: 16, 17; 
Eph. 3: 9-11). 

In parable form, then, Jesus Christ, the prophet 
like unto Moses (Deut. 18:15, 18, 19; Acts 3: 20-22), 
set forth predictions which are undergoing fulfil- 
ment in this present age. The Old Testament 
prophets saw the kingdom in the fulness of its power 
and glory (Isa. 11: 1-12; Jer. 23: 1-8; Ezek. 36: 16-38; 
Dan, 2: 44); our Lord, in the kingdom parables, re- 
veals for the first time that which intervenes between 
his first advent and rejection by Israel, and the final 
establishment of his kingdom in power and glory at 
his second coming (Matt. 25:31). 

It is the fact that the kingdom parables are pro- 
phetic of the present age, which gives to them a pe- 
culiar interest. Perfectly simple in themselves, the 
difficulty in their interpretation is a manufactured 
one—the effort to find in.these parables a description 
of the New. Testament church, which constitutes an- 
other “mystery” (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 3:1-10). The 
Epistles expound the church mystery, the parables the 
kingdom mystery. 

The parable which forms the present lesson is 
foundational. There is to be a kingdom, heavenly in 
origin, during the present age, which comes into being 
through sowing the seed of the Word. That sowing 
does not produce the conversion of the world for 
many reasons which the parables set forth. In this 
lesson the reason is that only one-fourth of the seed 
is received. It is a kingdom which exists in a world 
of wayside, stony ground, and thorn bearers. 

The lessons which follow add details of intense 
interest and importance, but the -great truth is that 
the kingdom of heaven in its mystery form is 
founded and propagated by sowing broadcast the 
Word of God, 


DouctastTon, Lone Istanp, N. Y. 
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The Busy Men’s Corner 
By William H. Ridgway 


The “Hard” Man.—Some seed fell by the way side 
(v. 4).. The wayside, that well-worn place where 
Business and Trade and Drudge go tramping up and 
down both day and night. The place where the hu- 
man soul gets patted down as. hard and as grassless 
as the foot-path across the brick lot to the post-office. 
Nothing has a chance to grow in such a soul. Money, 
money, money comes patting, patting, patting, and 
folks say, “He is a hard man.” His wife and chil- 
dren have a fine home, fine friends, lots to spend. 
But there is no real “Dad” with big, soft, fertile heart 

















LESSON FOR FEB. 17 (Mark 4: 1-20) 


where the posies of love can flourish 
and flower and fruit. This world is full 


of wayside souls upon which neither | , 
| 82 


literature, art, science, nor even play, 
not to speak of religion, can find a place 
to germinate and root. When business 
can no longer be pushed, when practise 
can no longer be followed, when trade 
can no longer be worked, we behold old 
men, of all mortals, most miserable and 
forlorn. Some one has called attention 
to the fact that when a man is reported 
as having. retired from business his 
funeral notice soon follows. But this, if 
true, applies only to the wayside busi- 
ness quitter. The man whose soul has 
been patted so hard by money-getting 
that when the sunset days have come 
these days are not sweet, mellow days. 
Instead of being days full of gentleness, 
kindness, and hipfulness, they are cross, 
crabbed, and empty days that soon drop 
the poor failure of a man into an un- 
wept and unsung grave and a fruitless 
judgment (Psa, 71:18; Matt. 16:27). 


The “Uncertain” Man.—Other fell 
on the rocky ground (v. 5). Any one 
who has traveled through New England 
understands at once why it is such a 
great busy workshop country. To the 
New Englander it was a case of invent 
something and make it, or “Go West, 
young man.” That land as it impresses 
the traveler is a- long drawn-out Ply- 
mouth Rock from the ocean to the river. 
kocky lands are not always barren lands. 
So up among the New England rocks 
we find the rich valley where side by 
side grow the finest tobacco and the 
finest onioris. The Valley of Which-is- 
Worse! The soil among the rocks is 
often good. Not much to look at as a 
farm. No broad acre business. No dou- 
ble-decker barns. No lowing herds wind- 
ing o’er the lea. But as I ride through 
these rock-ribbed farms I notice the big 

es of automobiles peeping out of. car- 
fiage house doors or standing in the 
farmyard and singing prosperity. And is 
it not so in the rocky souls of men? Look 
over the fellows you know, In spite of 
the boulders it 6 stone-piles of rough 
life and rude manners there are many 
spots of fine soil. And the seed falls 
in and how splendidly it sprouts and 

rows. The neighbors say, “Old Morton 

is good-hearted and you mustn’t mind 
what he says.” Often he belongs to 
church and we apologize for him. 
Then one day a storm sweeps over “Old 
Morton’s” life and over he goes. Did 
ou ever see the pines in the Rocky 
Slntale parks? How beautifully they 
grow. But the forest floor is covered 
with their prostrate bodies where they 
have fallen. Our churches. also have 
many root-weak brethren and we dis- 
cover them after every hard blow 
(Gol. 2:7; Hom. 3:27). 


The “Selfish” Man. — Other fell 
among the thorns (v. 7). In the old 
barefoot Midway days, “the fellers,” 
“Squire” Wilson, “Doggie” Noud, the 
Williamses, and the rest of us, used to get 
up before day and, bolting some crackers 
and milk mother put on the kitchen 
table for us, were off to Little’s Bottom 
to piek blackberries. We had to be on 
the job by sun up. We used to get ’em, 
too, great pailsfull, Also the ticks,— 
but what country boy minds ticks! After 
I became a man one day I thought I 
should like to see that happy old black- 
berry patch again where lived my old 
friends, Brer Rabbit and Brer Fox, Miss 
Medders and the gals. I couldn’t find 
it. A careful farmer had bought the 
place and that old briery bottom was now 
the best field on the farm, laughing with 
a bumper crop of corn. The wild 
berries, the stinging ticks, the jumping 
cotton-tails all gone. There are lots of 
folks all around us whose lives are neg- 
lected bottoms full of meannesses, sel- 
fishness, back-biting. But like Little’s 
Bottom down under these scratching, 
tearing, ticky blackberry briers is most 
excellent and deep soil. These are in- 
tended for something better, far better, 
than the cheap wild berries and rabbit 
warrens of a self-centered life. When 
some revivalist comes to town or the 
fire breaks out by spontaneous combus- 
tion, and these brier patches come into 
the hands of the Great Husbandman, 
these bottoms become the best acres in 
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the community. The parson has only to 
sow from the pulpit to secure a_ sure 
roe | from the pew (Isa. 55:6, 13; Ezek. 


The “Good” Man.—Others fell into 
the good ground (v. 8). I stood upon 
the sidewalk of a city in Iowa and 
watched the digging of a foundation 
for an office building. They were down 
about eighteen feet and were still in a 
rich, black soil that seemed to sing, 
“corn, corn, corn,” as it came running 
up in a patent digging machine. I ex- 
pect the whole state of Iowa is ham, 
sausage, and bacon all the way down to 
gravel. I wondered how our Eastern 
farmers upon their limestone ledges and 
fertilizer hungry fields could resist the 
call of these Western gardens. Then I re- 
membered that the Eastern farmers did 
not resist the call, and the Wide and 
Woolly West is a cousin to the Even 
and Easy East. What is it that makes 
the whilom Western deserts pour forth 
their rich harvests of fruit, food, and 
fodder? It is not fertilizer from the 
barn nor potash from across the sea. 
But little white snowflakes that have 
dropped silently upon the mountain- 
tops. The great sun up yonder had 
lifted them pure and perfect from the 
sea. And it is the Spirit-watered soil 
of our hearts upon which the seed of 
God’s truth falls, and we have those rich 
harvests that have blessed the world. 
Our “good” men. It is from this sort 
of “farming” we have schools, hospitals, 
asylums, and helpfulness among the 
heathen, and love, self-sacrifice and 
brotherhood among ourselves.  Fer- 
tility and the fruit all depend upon 
man’s relation to heaven (John 15:5; 
Phil. 1: tz). 
COATESVILLE, Pa. 


4 
The Illustration Round-Table 


LLUSTRATIONS must reach The Sunday 

School Times three full months in advance 

of the date of the lesson. If cqgning later 
they mo not be considered at all. o not 
submit illustrations without first securing a 
circular that explains the acceptance of ma- 
terial, and the year’s lesson calendar, which 
will be sent for a three-cent stamp. All read- 
ers are invited to assist in the conduct of 
this department. One dollar is offered for 
every anecdotal lesson illustration used, and 
two dollars for the best one each week, 


Illustrations on other verses than the 
Golden Texf are specially desired, and will 
stand a better ch of pt than 
illustrations on the Golden Text. 


Better Than Preaching.—The sower 
soweth the word (v. 14). The late 
Archdeacon Philpot used to relate a 
story to the effect that as a young man 
he preached a sermon in a country town 
which resulted in the conversion of a 
man who @fterwards became a well- 
known local preacher and the means of 
untold blessing in the country around. 
When the Archdeacon was again in the 
neighborhood some years after, he 
called upon the good man, and asked 
him what part of his sermon had been 
blessed to his conversion. The man an- 
swered, “Oh, sir, it was not your ser- 
mon; it was the text.”—From the Chris- 
tian Herald. Sent by J. A. Clark, Wake- 
field, Eng. 


Asleep.—And these are they by the 
way side, where the word is sown (v. 
15). There was an old turnpike man on 
a quiet country road whose habit was to 
shut his gate at night and take his nap. 
One dark wet midnight I knocked at his 
door, calling, “Gate, gate!” “Coming,” 
said the voice of the old man. Then I 
knocked again, and once more the voice 
replied, “Coming.” This went on for 
some time, till at length I grew quite 
angry, and jumping off my horse, opened 
the door and demanded why he cried 
“Coming” for twenty minutes, but never 
came. “Who’s there?” said the old man 
in a sleepy voice, rubbing his eyes. 
“What d’ye want, sir?” Then awaken- 
ing, “Bless yer, sir, and yer pardon; I 
was asleep. I get so used to hearing ’em 
knock that I answer ‘Coming’ in my 
sleep, and takes no more notice about it.” 
So it is with too many hearers of the 
Gospel, who hear by habit, and answer 
God by habit, and at length die with their 
souls asleep.—From the Sunday School 
Chronicle. Sent by Mrs. M. Watts, 
Streatham Hill, London, Eng. The prize 








for this week is awarded to this illus- 
tration. 


To Endure.—Endure for a while (v. 
17). You have heard of the littlé boy 
who was asked by his mother why he 
fell out of bed. “Guess, mamma, it’s 
cause I stay too close to the gettin’-in 
place.” We need to move forward in 
our Christian life if we want to keep 
from falling.—Sent by Mary E. Watson, 
Hartford, Conn. 


In Church.—The cares of the world 
... entering in, choke the word (v. 19). 
People are sometimes called “Gospel- 
hardened,” but this is a great mistake. 
They are world-hardened. A lady con- 
fessed to me once that, during the ser- 
mon, though she heard the words of it, 
she had been planning for a dinner party 
that she was to give during the week. 
I knew of a man who acknowledged 
that during the sermon he had been men- 
tally making note of the men whom he 
noticed in the congregation, and ar- 
ranged in his own mind how and when 
he would see them in order to induce 
them to take out policies in a great life 
insurance company, of which he had re- 
cently been made a local agent. Thus do 
men harden their hearts and become 
wayside hearers.—From G. F. Pente- 
cost. Sent by Mary E. Watson, Hart- 
ford, Conn. 


More Money, But——!—The deceit- 
fulness of riches (v. 19). “Ah!” said a 
woman who had been wont to do much 
for Christ in poverty, and who had had 
a great sum left her, “I cannot do as 
much as I used to do.” “But how is 
that?” said one. Said she, “When I had 
a shilling purse I had a guinea heart, but 
now I have a guinea purse and I have 
only a shilling heart.”.—From Spurgeon’s 
Sermons. Sent by W. G. Irving, West- 
mount, Can. 


Dr. Johnson’s Warning.—And_ the 
cares of the world (v: 19). The famous 
tragedian Garrick showed his friend, 
| Dr. Johnson, round his beautiful man- 
| sion and grounds one day. The great 
| moralist looked at the valuable property, 
| but was filled with sad forebodings. He 
| laid his hand kindly on the player’s 
shoulder, and said, “Ah, David, David, 
these are the things which make a death- 
bed terrible."—From Rev. J. A. Clap- 
perton, in the Preachers’ Magazine. 
Sent by S. Edwards, Plattsville, Can. 


we 
Oriental Lesson-Lights 


By George M. Mackie, D.D. 


Consular Chaplain and Church of Scotland 
Missionary to the Jews 


E ENTERED into a boat (v. 1). 

It was not the uniform slope of a 
pebbly sea beach, but stretches of sand 
and small shells, with higher banks of 
dry ground having patches of grass 
with projecting rocks. His position 
made the multitude equally distant and 
stopped the clamor and pushing to get 
nearest to him. 


Many things in parables (v. 2). The 
parable story introduced topics about 
which the peasants and fishermen know 
more than their rabbis, and the spiritual 
suggestion latent in the story had the 
charm of something new, and contained 
a challenge to their power of interpreta- 
tion. Also the discovery of a resem- 
blance that God had arranged carried a 
higher authority than that of the rabbini- 
cal teacher rehearsing the sayings of the 
fathers about the law. 

The sower went forth to sow (v. 3). 
The Palestine peasants lived not on their 
farms but in villages, and sometimes 
had to go out several miles to work in 
their fields and vineyards. 

Some seed fell by the way side (v. 4). 
Chiefly the foot-paths which custom 
allows to be renewed every year through 
the fields from village to village. On 
the path gradually made hard and 
smooth the seed could find no entrance 
into the ground, and it was instantly 
picked off by the birds. 

Fell on the rocky ground (v. 5). 
Rather on ground with a ledge of rock 








beneath it. The fields are often on a slope, 
and the farmers with much labor make 
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terraces of low walls by leveling the 
ground between the walls, and turning 
the slope into a broad stairway. It is 
to prevent the soil from being carried 
down by the winter rains. The earth 
on which the seed was sown was thus 
often a shallow covering over the rock 
that lay, below it. The presence of peb- 
bles and loose particles of rock in the 
soil is rather a help, as the roots of the 
grain take shelter beneath them from the 
power of the sun. 


Fell among the thorns (v. 7). These 
thorn bushes and thistles are of con- 
siderable size, with strong spines and 
abundance of seed, and in neglected 
ground the richer the soil the stronger 
the growth. Thus the drink habit finds 
its best opportunity of growth in kindly 
social emotional natures. 


ALEXANDRIA, Ecypt. 
pe 


From the Platform 
By Philip E. Howard 


A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Lord Jesus, 
thou hast found poor ground in our lives 
for the sowing of the blessed seed of thy 
truth. We are ashamed of the fields that we 
have offered thee, and we long to-day to 
have our@lives more fruitful under thy 
hand. Forgive, we pray thee, the distrac- 
tion of our lives, the carelessness of our 
thinking, the indifference to thy voice. For- 
give, we pray thee, the weakness that we 
show when things go hard. How often have 
we praised thy name in the sunshine, and 
doubted thy goodness in the storm! Change 
our hearts, we pray thee, in all this, dear 
Lord, and may we be good ground fer thee, 
bearing fruit a hundredfold in thy service. 
We ask this in thy dear name, O Christ. 
Amen. 


After the Lesson.—No New England 
farmer ever had a harder time. with his 
rocky hillside farm than God hag had 
to make human life fruitful for him. 
Jesus knows what sort of ground we 
are, and in the lesson we have studied 
to-day he sets forth by his wonderful 
word-picture four kinds of folks. In 
New England a good many farmers have 
grown tired of the kind of soil they 
have, and if you travel about in the back 
country you will find now and then a 
farmhouse deserted, the barn all weath- 
er-beaten and broken, while the land 
where the plow had once gone through 
is now not much more than rocks and 
weeds. Apple trees are stunted and 
broken, and the berry bushes have over- 
grown the ground where good gardens 
once were. How differently God deals 
with his farms. He keeps on working 
with us, overturning and seeding down 
and clearing away the rubbish, until by 
and by a farm that seemed pretty hope- 
less begins to bear again just as some 
of those rocky New England farms, 
when they are taken over by some undis- 
couraged man become good again une 
der the treatment that he gives. 

Frankly now, what kind of ground 
are you? Don’t answer aloud, but 
quietly think it over during this Sabbath 
day. Are you the sort that makes a 
good farm for God, or are you mostly 
rocky and uncertain? Some of us have 
been studying the Bible, or at least 
hearing about it, for a long time, and 
we have not yet accepted the Lord Jesus 
Christ. There has been plenty of sow- 
ing, but has the seed taken root? Some 
of us are so tremendously interested in 
worldly things that God has very little 
chance to talk quietly and deeply with 
us. - We listen respectfully and say, 
“That’s true,” and then off we go on 
our own way, forgetting what God has 
said. What kind of ground are you, 
anyway? 
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PHILADELPHIA. 


Method books you need in Sundav-school 
work are listed in the Times’ book catalog. 
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Lesson Hymns and Psalms 


“When morning gilds the skies.” 

“ Majestic sweetness sits enthroned.” 
“Since Jesus came into my heart.” 
“Bringing in the sheaves.” 

“Sun of my soul, Thou Saviour dear.” 
“ Knocking, knocking, who is there?” 
“TI need Thee every hour.” 


(References in parentheses are to the met- 
tical Psalm Book set to music, including 
also some ether parts of Scripture, “Bible 
Songs No. 4,” published by United Presby- 
terian Board of Publication, Pittsburgh, Pa.). 

Psalm 65 : 9-13 (136). 
Psalm 126: 1-6 (261). 
Psalm 119: 1-8 (238). 
Psalm 34: 11-22 (79). 
Psalm 73 : 23-28 (160). 








[ Department Helps 





For the Primary Teacher 
By Mrs. Mary Foster Bryner 


ESSON Teacuinc.—God’s Word is 

like good seed. 

Before the Lesson—Name some of 
the stories which you love. In every 
public school this month you,are seeing 
pictures and hearing stories about two 
wonderful men whose birthdays we re- 
member in February. (Show their 
pictures, and if there is time let the chil- 
dren mention or tell a short story about 
Lincoln and Washington.) 

THere are no better stories than those 
which we find in the Bible. The most 
beautiful and helpful are those which 
Jesus told. They are sometimes called 
parables, and people gathered in crowds 
to hear them. 

You children hear stories at school 
and Sunday-school. Some of you may 
hear them at the public library. I hope 
that mother and father tell bedtime 
stories to you at home. If you save 
your papers from Sunday-school you 
will gather a lot of stories. 


Review.—Jesus often told stories out 
of doors, where people could see the 
flowers, birds, and trees, or the folks at 
work. Sometimes they gathered around 
Jesus on the hillside or as he walked 
along the road. A favorite place for 
telling stories was by the seaside, where 
Jesus had called Peter and Andrew, 
James and John, fishermen of Caper- 
naum. This will be a good time to com- 
plete the names of the twelve apostles: 
“Thomas and St. Matthew, too, 

.Philip and Bartholomew; 
James the Less, and Jude the brave, 
Simon the zealous, and Judas the knave.” 


Lesson Story.—One time when Jesus 
went to the seashore with his disciples 
the multitude seemed greater than ever, 
and crowded so close that many could 
not hear. Jesus stepped into one of 
Peter’s boat, which was pushed a little 
way from the land so that those on the 
shore could see and hear better. Recall 
the old hymn: 


“O! I love to think of Jesus as He sat be- 
side the sea, 
Where the waves were rolling fearfully 
and grand; 
How He sat within the boat on the silver 
waves afloat, 
And He taught the waiting people on the 
lan...” 


This time Jesus told a story about 
planting seed. In that country spring- 
time comes earlier than here. From the 
boat perhaps Jesus saw a man planting 
his little farm. (Describe or show a 
picture of the old psocess of sowing 
handfuls of grain from a bag over the 
man’s arm as he walked slowly across 
his field.) , 

“Tis in the Bible that we read 

A sower went forth to sow his seed; 
He flung it broadcast o’er the land, 
With liberal heart and open hand.” 


The seed was all alike but the patches 
of ground were different. (Use black- 


board sketch, a picture, the sand-table, or 
flowér-pots of earth to indicate the hard 
path, the thorn patch, the stony corner, 
and the good ground.) The Bible de- 
scription is so plain, also the effect on 
the seed, that verses four or eight may 
be recited without change. 
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Jesus told this story because he knew 
that the hearts of the people who lis- 
tened were like the four kinds of 
ground. (The memory verse from 
James is not so well related to to-day’s 
truth to be developed as Luke 8:11.) 
The seed is the Word of God. 

Do you know that the hearts of chil- 
dren are the very best places in which to 
plant or hide away the Word of God? 
One time King David said, Thy Word 
have I hid in my heart, that I might not 
sin against thee. That is why we try to 
learn a message from God’s Word every 
Sunday, 

“ My heart is God’s little garden, 
Where I plant the seeds of love; 
They grow when I’m kind and gentle, 

While God watches all from above.” 


After the Lesson.—Anticipate Easter 
by connecting this story with God’s care 
of the seeds. Some children are familiar 
with wheat fields, planted last autumn. 
All children know that seeds of grass 
and flowers fall and lie in the ground 
until spring. God cares for them. 
“Soft flakes of snow like feathers blow; 

God giveth snow like wool, 
Keeping seeds warm, from cold and harm, 

He giveth snow like wool.” 
(Melodies, Leyda Pub. Co., Wapello, Iowa, 

28 cents.) 

Or, 
“Think what a host of queer little seeds, 

Soon to make flowers and mosses and 

weeds, 

Are under the leaves and the ice and the 


snow, 

Waiting! Waiting to grow!” 

(Carols, same as above.) 

People can tell whether the good seed 
of God’s Word has been planted in the 
hearts of the children, for if so they will 
be “Doers of the Word.” That boy was 
a doer who learned in Sunday-school, 
“Be ye kind” and the same week he 
found a frightened kitten on the branch 
of a tree, afraid to come down because 
a dog had chased her there. The boy 
got a ladder and lifted her down. 

Lincoln was a doer when he saw a 
bird’s nest in the meadow just ahead of 
the marching soldiers. Lincoln ordered 
the soldiers to step aside to save the lit- 
tle bird family. 

Hand-work.—Can you draw a field to 
show the four kinds of ground about 
which Jesus told in his story? Mark 
the one like which you want to be. Each 
day of this week try to do something to 
prove that the good seed of the Word 
+ God is growing in your heart and 
ife. 


Peoria, Itt. 


My Class of Girls 
By Mrs. S. H. Askew 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


1. Open by comparing the Authorized 
and American Standard Revisions with a 
fresh translation like Weymouth’s or 
Moffatt’s. 

2. Explain clearly the meaning of the 
sower parable. 

3. Press home the point that every 
girl in the class is receiving the seed 
into her life. What kind of soil is it 
falling into? 














N ORDER to open this lesson of the 

sower to fresh and keen observation 
try this method. Read aloud to your 
girls the lesson passage itself in Wey- 
mouth’s New ‘Testament in Modern 
Speech (Pilgrim Press, Boston, $1 to 
$2), or Moffatt’s (Association Press, 
New York, $1 to $3), if you like 
that better; both are thoroughly schol- 
arly translations of the Greek text, 
not mere rewritings of the Authorized 
Version. As you read, deliberately and 
thoughtfully, ask them to watch closely 
the same passage in their Testaments 
and observe every difference in the 
words for comment later. If possible 
have at least two versions in class, the 
Authorized and the American Standard. 
If you are teaching older high-school or 
college girls who can do so easily, have 
one of them follow the passage in a 
French or Spanish Testament also. It 
is remarkable how much new light 
comes from such a comparison of trans- 
lations, especially to young people be- 





ing trained in language study. Here | 
follows the Weymouth translation: 


The Sower.—Once more He began to 
teach by the side of the lake, and a vast 
multitude of people came on board the 
boat and sat there, a little way from the 
land; and all the people were on the 
shore close to the water. Then He pro- 
ceeded to teach them many lessons in 
figurative language; and in His teach- 
ing He said, 

“Listen: the sower goes out to sow. 
As he sows, some of the seed falls b 
the wayside, and the birds come and pec 
it up. Some falls on the rocky ground 
where it finds but little earth, and it 
shoots up quickly ~because it has no 
depth of soil; but when the sun is risen, 
it is scorched, and through having no 
root it withers away. Some, again, falls 
omens, the thorns; and the thorns spring 
up and stifle it, so that it yields no crop. 
But some of the seed falls into good 
ground, and gives a return: it comes up 
and increases, and yields thirty, sixty, 
or a hundredfold.” 


The Story of the Sower Explained.— 
“What the sower sows is the Message. 
Those who receive the seed by the way- 
side are those in whom the Message is 
sown, but, when they have heard it, 
Satan comes at once and carries away 
the Message sown in them. In the same 
way those who receive the seed on the 
rocky places are those who, when they 
have heard the Message, at once accept 
it joyfully, but they have no root within 
them. They last for a time; then, when 
suffering or persecution comes because 
of the Message, they are immediately 
overthrown. Others there are who re- 
ceive the seed among thorns: these are 
they who have heard the Message, but 
worldly cares and the deceitfulness of 
wealth and the excessive pursuit of other 
objects come in and stifle the Message, 
and it becomes unfruitful. Those, on 
the other hand, who have received the 
seed on the good ground, are all who 
hear the Message and welcome it, and 
yield a return of thirty, sixty, or a hun- 
dredfold.” 

Notice the increase in vividness given 
in the Modern Speech Testament by 
using the present tense all the way 
through the parable. You see the sower 
at work as you read, more than a mere 
recounting of what has already been 
done, Notice, too, the gain in cléar- 
ness from such words as “boat,” “lake,” 
and “crop,” rather than “ship,” “sea,’ 
and “fruit.” Encourage comments from 
your girls; real attention to what is read 
is a rare virtue among the ordinary 
Sunday-school girls and boys of to-day. 
Everything you can do to make “the 
word of the Lord precious” in these 
days even as it was in Samuel’s time 
when it was so “rare” (margin, 1 Sam. 
3:1) is well worth your while as a 
teacher of young people. No other book 
is so carelessly read as the Bible; no 
other so richly repays close attention. 

Note the emphasis in verse 14 on 
“those who receive the seed,” and press 
home the point—the chief object of our 


| teaching to-day—that yeur very girls, 


Frances and Ruth and Mary and Eliza- 


| beth, are certainly among those who 





| have received the seed. And now which 


one of the four kinds of receivers are 
they, each, individually? Just some 
quiet, tender, personal words from you, 
if you are their friend as well as their 
teacher, will reveal to each girl her own 
place among these four classes of 
hearers, 

Are you among those who no sooner 
receive a message for your soul-life, 
perhaps here at Sunday-school, than you 
admit to your thoughts some temptation 
of Satan which instantly destroys the 
power of the truth? 

Or fair weather Christians! How 
little they count for their Master’s king- 
dom! How sorely they suffer, as these 
rocks must be dug out and. the soil 
deepened by the Master-Farmer ! 

Or you may be one of those strong 
ones, strong both in faults and virtues, 
a soil so rich it produces too abundantly, 
and your hfe is like a swamp where 
valuable and beautiful plants are choked 
beyond use by poisonous or useless ones. 
Are you giving your life to too many 
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things? Jesus said to one woman once, 
concerned about one of the “good’ 
things, “but one thing is needful.” 
Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 4: 21-34 
Read Isaiah 11: 1-10. 
AtTLanta, Ga. 


Pucker’s “‘ Boy’s-Eye View” 
By the Rev. William O. Rogers 





How the Lesson is Taught This Week 


A farm lesson, interesting in the light 
of the U. S. Boys’ Working Reserve. 

Explain the four kinds of soil. 

Main truth: God’s Word must have 
first place in our lives. , 

Illustrations: Blackboard outline; story 
of Dr. Grenfell. 








things, even granting they are all “good” 











“\7OU boys who have joined the 
United States Boys’ Working Re- 
serve will remember this lesson next 
summer,” began teacher, “when you are 
working on some man’s farm, for the 
lesson is a story about farming.” 
Fatty tried to explain what a parable 
is, but made such a bad job of it that 
teacher had to help him out. Fatty 
thought it was a sort of a fable, but 
teacher showed that a parable is always 
true to life. It is a story of what often 
happens, and that has a spiritual mean- 


ing. 

Bulldog Jones told about the four kinds 
of land on this farm. “First,” he said, 
“there was a hard path along one side 
of the field, a short cut to town or may- 
be down to the old swimming hole. 
Some of the wheat that this farmer was 
broadcasting fell over on this path. 
Along came a flock of birds, English 
sparrows probably, and picked it all up 
quicker than a wink. But it wouldn’t 
have growed anyway; too hard. - Then, 
in another place there was a ledge of 
rock close to the surface. The dirt here 
was mellow and warm, and the wheat 
took a great spurt for a while; but when 
the roots struck this hard pan it couldn’t 
stand the drought, Over in one corner 
of the field there was a brier patch. It 
had been mowed down, but the roots 
hadn’t been grubbed out, and they grew 
twice as fast as the wheat did, It didn’t 
stand a ghost of a chance. Last of all, 
there was the rich, black land, mellow 
and deep. It made sixty bushels to the 
acre.” (1) 

Teacher named the four kinds of soil, 
and made a diagram to show why they 
didn’t grow any crop. He put it on the 
board this way: 








Ground Seed 

PDs inatacscocosencaee Couldn’t get in.. 
BRRIOW oie ccccccscccsss Couldn’t get down 
i RT Te Couldn’t get up 
vknceencssseeceesss Got in, down, up 











Buinps didn’t think much of the story, 
but teacher said the main thing was its 
application, and there is no doubt as to 
what this parable means, for Jesus ex- 
plained it himself. 

My question was about what each 
kind of soil stood for. Mother helped 
me, and we found out that the hard 
ground stood for people who don’t lis- 
ten to the sermon or the lesson nor try 
to remember what is said. Then when 
they get home other things come up and 
they forget all they have heard. 

“Like the boys who read their Sun- 
day-school papers in church?” asked 
teacher. 

“What can you do when the sermon is 
so awful dry?” growled Fatty, turning 
red. 

“Yes,” answered’ teacher; “the hard 
path probably blamed the seed, but the 
fault was in the soil. Any sermon is 
dry when you don’t try to be interested.” 

The shallow soil stood for those who 
have no. deep purpose or will-power. 
They are easily led to go forward and 
join the church, but when they find it 
means sacrifice or being laughed at, they 
go back just as easy. (2) 

Teacher asked us if we knew any in- 
stance of that, and when we /didn’t he 
said just one word: “cigarettes.” “Why 





























LESSON FOR FEB. 17 (Mark 4 : 1-20) 


is it,” he asked, “that a boy will sign a 
pledge not to smoke, and then in a few 
months be smoking as bad as ever?” 

“Aw, the other fellows laugh at him,” 
answered Bulldog, sort of hanging his 
head. 

“Yes,” agreed teacher, ““‘When the 
sun was risen it was scorched because 
it had no deepness of earth.’ That kind 
of boy needs to pray for depth and 
strength of purpose, for he will meet 
fiercer temptations than that some 


day.” (3 

Well, I went on about the weedy 
ground being people full of other 
things; thinking About parties and 
shows and clothes and fun until the 
Sunday-school lessons get all crowded 
out. Some fellows can’t talk about a 
thing only where they were last night 
and what girl they took home. 

Fred felt the last question, about how 
to be good soil. His answer was the 
golden text: “Take heed therefore how 
ye hear.” He thinks that means to give 
the Bible first chance in our lives. 

We named some men whose lives had 
raised about a one hundred percent crop. 
Dr. Grenfell was one. Teacher-told a 
lot about him, and we all agreed to try 
to let God’s truth really guide our lives. 


Home Study for Next Week’s Lesson 
Read Mark 4: 21-34 
What is most important for a good 
crop? ; 
How .is your heart like a field? 
How big does mustard grow? 


What small beginning did the Gospel 
have? 


How many Christians are there now? 
Name some side shoots of the church. 
Terre Haute, Inp. 





For Family Worship 


By the Rev. Joseph W. Kemp 





HAVE just been reading a book that 

came recently from the pen of Dr. J. 
Wilbur Chapman, and which has as its 
title “When Home is Heaven” (Flem- 
ing H. Revell Co., New York, $1.25). 
There is a chapter in the book that is 
full of suggestiveness; it has reference 
to Family Worship, and for that reason 
I call attention to it. The main points 
are: 

3. Family worship has always exer- 
cised a great influence in the household 
and upon society generally. 

2. Family worship is a household 
necessity. ° 

.3- Father and mother will be truer to 
Christ for it. 

4. Children will also have a sweeter 
and better memory of the home. 

5. It is one of the very best ways to 
lead children to accept Jesus Christ as 
a personal Saviour. 

I cull these few notes from a rich 
store. Perhaps you may be tempted to 
get the book to send to some one as a 
Christmas gift. 


February 11 to 17 . 
Mon.—Mark 4: 1-8, 14-20. 
Sowing and Reaping. 
Although there is life in the seed, the 
soil may either hinder the growth of 
that life or cause it to be extinguished 
altogether, or may help it and give it 
opportunity to develop and bring forth 
fruit, Man’s soul is made to receive 
God’s Word even as the soil the seed. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for the 
poor who find it difficult, during winter 
especially, to get the ordinary comforts 
of life; for all societies and organiza- 
tions for the relief of distress and suf- 
fering; for orphans and all inmates of 
charitable institutions; for the homeless 
and friendless, that they may, by some 
means, be led ‘to the Friend of friends. 


Tues.—Gal. 5: 16-24. Walking in the Spirit. 


In every regenerated person there co- 
exist the two natures. If the old is fed 


the new is starved, and if the new is 
nourished the old will be impoverished. 
To walk in the Spirit is to permit the 
Spirit of God to be the governing prin- 
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The Lesson Cartoon for This Week 


ciple in the renewed man leading us to 
triumph in Christ. 

PraAYER SuccEstions: Pray for a dis- 
position of cheerfulness which shall ex- 
press itself in the ordinary duties of life; 
for a consideration of others, and for 
forbearance with others in their infirmi- 
ties; for freedom from irritability and 
censoriousness, and for grace to appear 
at our best to our loved ones. 
Wed.—Luke 21 : 29-36. 

Jesus Warns Against Drunkenness. 

This is a command given to the dis- 
ciples; it is a warning against being be- 
trayed by our own corruptions; the im- 
moderate use of meat and drink 
burdens the brain, distorts the vision, 
disorders tlte body, and destroys soul- 
sensitiveness, Ceaseless vigil is the 
price which our souls demand. 

PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: Pray for our 
school boys and girls; for the great pub- 
lic school system of the land; for bless- 
ing upon all who guide the educational 
policy of this and every professed 
Christian country; for the teachers in 
the great city schools, and for those in 
the rural and suburban sections of the 
land. 

Thurs.—Eph. 5: 11-21. 
Guarding Against Evil. 

We must have no partnership with 
other people in works of darkness. It is 
perilous to the soul. 

“My soul, be on thy guard, 

Ten thousand foes arise, 
And -hosts of sin are pressing hard 
To draw thee from the skies.” 


Prayer SuGcesTions: Pray for the 
work of God in the vast Sudan; for the 
Sudan Interior Mission; for the pagan 
tribes under Moslem tyranny through- 
out Africa, and that in the closing days 
of this age the power of Mohamet’s 
rule may be broken and freedom brought 
to the millions still in spiritual bondage. 
Fri.—Prov. 23 : 29-35. 

The Woes of the Drunkard. 

What a miserable man he must be on 
whom all these woes meet. A drunkard 
chooses sin and misery at one and the 
same time, Joy withers and his cup is 
full of deadly poison. Better never to 
have been born than to be tyrannized 
over by such a pernicious lust. 

Prayer SuccEsTIons: Pray that God 
may give to the nation a greater sense of 





dependence upon Him; for forgiveness 
for national sins, and for the share we 
have taken in helping to create condi- 
tions which have made world-wide war 
possible. Pray for clear, direct, and 
mighty intervention in the war. 


Sat.—Dan. 1: 8-16. Loyalty to Principle. 


Captives are for the most part pliable 
as wax in the hands of their captors, but 
occasionally we come across one who 
would rather break than bend. “Touch 
not, taste not, handle not” was the in- 
evitable dictate for so devout a heart. 
Our consecration to Christ ought to reg- 
ulate the smallest desire of our life, 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: Pray for sta- 
bility of purpose; for courage, high re- 
solve, faithfulness to Christ under dif- 
ficulties, and for mastery over self. Pray 
for victory in times of temptation, and 
for grace to magnify the Saviour in the 
dark hour; for power to prove more 
than conqueror through Him who loved 
to the death. 


Sun.—1 Cor. 6: 9-11, 19, 20. 
Defile not God’s Temple. 
Our bodies are not our own to do 
with as we please. The body must be 
kept as a vessel fitted for the Master’s 
use. It is only when we realize that the 
whole realm of our manhood is God’s 
that the body will be looked upon as His 
sacred temple. 


Prayer Succestions: Pray for a 
truly devout and worshipful spirit on 
this the Lord’s Day; for freedom from 
distracting thoughts when in the house 
of God; for a Lord’s Day so spent as 
to make fragrant the whole week of 
which it is but the beginning. Pray for 
faithfulness among Sunday-school schol- 
ars. 


New York Cry. 
w 


Have you a “Wet or Dry” campaign 
on hand where you live? As your most 
telling document, which may save the 
day for the “Drys,” get the pamphlet 
recently issued giving Secretary Daniels’ 
own intimate story of “Why I Issued 
the Wine Mess Order.” It may be had 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany at 2 cents each, 20 cents a dozen, 
or $1 per hundred copies (same rate for 
fifty or more), postpaid. 
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A Soldier Writes 
Two Letters that 
Are Really for You 


First, his request : 

“Please send me 15 of your Pocket Testa- 
ments, as | have started a class in my cam 
and have fifteen lar members that 
would like ‘o give Testaments to. 1 have 
one that Mr. G. T. B. Davis gave me about 
a month ago, and have a class of fifteen 
members now, and am hoping to enlarge it. 
We meet every night ron study the word 
of Christ, if it is only ten minutes at a time. 
I have quite a number of visitors every night, 
and they are all getting interested in the 
word of our Saviour Lord Jesus. Please 
let me know if you can send these or not, 
as | have only one Testament and one 
Bible, but we manage to study out of them.” 


Then, his heartfelt thanks : 


“Have received your Testaments that you 
sent me on the first of January, and gave 
them all out the same day. The boys were 
so anxious to get them that they did not 
wait until | had them unwrapped. En- 
closed you will find the membership cards, 
and if you will send me some more member- 
ship cards | will try to get some more mem- 
bers from the other batteries. The boys that 
have the Testaments are certainly doing fine. 
We meet every Thursday night, and I have 
a class for two hours, and the boys would 
like to have a class oftener, but we have to 
drill so much that I don’t have time but once 
a week, except on Sunday, and.then we 
have a little Sunday-school. Please thank 
all the kind people that have given us the 
Testaments. | hope to have some more 
members by the time | hear from you.” 


But will you see to it that they, and others like 
them, have the needed Testaments? Three dol- 
lars will supply ten soldiers with Testaments; 
thirty dollars, a hundred; seventy-five dollars an 
entire company of 250 men. Please send your 
contribution to 


BUSINESS MEN’S WAR COUNCIL OF 
THE POCKET TESTAMENT LEAGUE 

J. Lewis Twaddell, Treasurer, 

518 Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia, Pa, 


<= TRACTS | 
25¢c | 


i * 
containing all Tracts and 
Book " it 

‘This offer ts for the rpose of ad- 
and will good tor caly 

DAYS trom date 











Send Now While You 
er : Think of It! 


Biola Book Room 
536-558 South Hope St., 
Les Angeles, California 


THE SOUL 
OF A CHILD 


By Stuart Nye Hutchinson 


Pastor First Presbyterian Church, 
Norfolk, Va. 














It isn’t an easy thing for most pastors 
and teachers to hold the interest of chil- 
dren in a five-minute sermon or talk. 
Here is a volume of talks to children 
well worth while; the talks are vea//y to 
children, and not simply so-called. The 
author has the gift of being able to select 
a really interesting theme, of treating it 
befittingly, and has, moreover, that rare 
faculty of knowing when and where to 
leave off in the matter of application. 


Cloth, $1.00 net, postpaid 


For sale by 
The Sunday School Times Company 
1031 Walnut Street, - - Philadelphia 


Personal: Sending the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense. 
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Che Sunday School Cimes 


Philadelphia, February 2, 1918 





The Sunday School Times is a weekly 
journal for adults, in the, field of Bible 
study and teaching, Sunday-school man- 
agement, and the Christian life and 
service; it goes into every state, terri- 
tory, and province in North America and 
more than forty foreign countries. It 
reaches practically every denomination, 
and its exceptional constituency includes 
the strongest. Christian leaders, both 
men and women, laymen and ministers, 
and the best Christian homes, in English- 
speaking Christendom of to-day. 


Subscription Rates 


The Sunday School Times is pub- 
lished weekly at the following rates, 
payable in advance, for either old or 
new subscribers, in the United States 
and Canada. These rates include 


postage: , 
$1 00 Five or more copies, either 
e to separate addresses or ina 
package to one address,$1 each, per year. 
$1.50 One copy, or any number of 
e copies less than five, $1.50 
each, per copy. One copy, ~ years, vi" 
. ne free copy ad- 
Free Copies ditional will be al- 
lowed for every ten copies paid for in 
a club at the $1 rate. 


FOREIGN COUNTRIES 


The Sunday School Times will he sent to 
any of the countries embraced in the Univer- 


sal Postal Union at the following rate, which | 


includes postage: 

One copy, one year, 6 shillings. 

For Great Britain, Mr. T. French Downie, 
21 Warwick Lane, London, E. C., will receive 
yearly or half-yearly subscriptions at the 
above rate, the paper to be mailed direct 
from Philadelphia to the subscribers. Mr. 
Downie can also supply the other _ publica- 
tions of The Sunday School Times Company. 

hen answerin advertisements, please 
mention The Sunday School Times. 


The yas is not sent to any subscriber 
beyond the time paid for, except by spe- 
cial request. 

The Sunday School Times 


Co., Publishers, 
1031 Walnut Street, h 


Philadelphia, Pa. 


fe MANUFACTURER TO YOU ‘S| 


MADE TO YOUR ORDER 15¢ AND UP 

Cataleg tree, showing hundreds of new designs. Write today, Two 
pepular designe iitustrated made with any equal 

amount of bettering and with one or 

twe colors best enamel, Prices: 

Sliver plate 16@ each, $1.60 doz, 

Sterling silver 3 








We make the best—20 years’ experience, 
391 Gastian Bidg., Rochester, Ni. ¥, 
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THOMAS COMMUNION SERVICE CO., Box S, Lima, Obio 








Racks, Tables, EVERY 

The finest furniture Direct 
tory to yourchurch. Catalog free. 

Dettouile Bros. & Co. Ospt. GO. Greeaville, ll, QV 


Books for 
Sunday-school Workers 


Each book treats of a distinct phase of Sunday- 
school work, and is written by an expert. The books 
are uniform in size and style ; some are bound with 
limp covers, some with stiff board. 


1. The City Sunday-School : . 
Its Work, Growth, Possibilities. By Frank L. 
Brown, Brooklyn, N.Y. 25 cents, net, postpaid. 


2. The Sundey -Scheol and the Pastor _ 
By John T. Faris. 25 cents, net, postpaid. 


3. The Sunday-Schoet and the Home 
By Frank L. Brown, Brooklyn, N. Y. 
net, postpaid. 

4. The Primary Department 
By Ethel J. Archibald. Five illustrations. so 
cents, net, postpaid. 


5. The Home Department of To-Day 
By Flora V. Stebbins. 25 cents, net, post- 
paid. 


6. The Beginners’ Department 
By Angelina W. Wray, author of “ feanne 
Mitchell’s School.” 50 cents, net, postpaid. 


7. Getting and Holding a Class 
By William H. Hamby. socents, net, postpaid. 
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25 cents, 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES COMPANY 
1031 Wainut Street ” 


Philadeiphia, Pa. 
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Children at Home 








The Poor Little Hobarts 
By Hilda Richmond 


wh fest | do you think, Auntie!” 
cried three voices at once the first 
Sunday morning that the Bliss children 
were home from the country. “We 
know some. children who never get to 
Sunday-school.” 

“I think I could understand better if 
one talked at a time,” said the young 
lady with a smile. “What is it, Bobby? 
You are the biggest.” 

“I said we know some children who 
never go to Sunday-school—they never 


did go, Auntie.” ’ 
dreadful,” said 


“That is perfectl 
Auntie. “What is the reason they do 
not go?” 

“There is no Sunday-school near 
them,” said Ruth. “Their father has to 
take them five miles to school every 
morning and go for them at night. They 
live way off in the big woods with no 
neighbors.” . 

“Tt is the Hobart family, Helen,” said 
Mrs. Bliss. “They have charge of the 
big tract of land Will is manager for. 
We lived in a shack near them for a 
week or two this summer. You see the 
Company must hire men to live in the 
forest to see that-people do not steal 
the timber and molest the cattle that 
they graze there. They are very nice 
people, though they are so far from 
school and church. Their children had 
a good time with ours this summer.” 

“Let’s save them some of our papers 
and send them,” suggested Amy. “I 
know they would be glad for some pic- 
tures and stories.” 

“Let’s,” cried the others, but they 


| soon forgot all about their kind resolu- 
| tion. 


Perhaps you know that boys and 
girls, particularly little boys and girls, 
have many kind thoughts, but often they 
forget to carry them out. : 

So the Hobarts were forgotten until 
in the winter, when Mr. Bliss had to 
make a trip to the tract of land; and as 
the weather was very nice and the roads 
fine he took his wife and the three chil- 
dren with him in the big automobile. 
The Bliss children bought candy and 
nuts and chewing-gum and taffy for the 
Hobart chifdren, but they never thought 
of tucking in the Sunday-school papers 
they had once planned to send. 

“Have to stay over Sunday!” cried 
three voices sadly, when the big storm 
raged and made traveling out of the 
question. “We'll miss Sunday-school 
to-morrow!” 

But it could not be helped. They were 
comfortable in the snug farmhouse 
while outside the wind howled. Amy 
cried herself to sleep at the thought of 
missing Sunday-school for the first 
time in three years, and the boys were 
very sorry, but you know boys of seven 
and eight do not cry so easily as little 
girls of half-past five. 

“Come into the sitting-room,” said 
Nellie Hobart promptly at nine o’clock 
next morning. “It’s time to begin.” 

The children wondered what it was 
time to begin, but they went in soberly 
Mrs. Hobart was at the piano 
and her family and Mr. and Mrs. Bliss 
were sitting with books in their hands. 
She played a tune the children knew at 
once, and soon they were singing mer- 
rily, for it was one they used in the 
Sunday-school at home. Then Mr. Ho- 
bart read from the Bible and he asked 
Mr. Bliss to pray, and then they had 
more singing. The little Bliss children 
looked on with open eyes and mouths. 

“Since we have some visitors we can 
have two classes,” said Mr. Hobart. 
“Usually we have but one. But first we 
must take our offering.” 

The money was taken up in a little 
basket and laid by for a real Sunday- 
school miles away, and then they had 
the lesson and more singing. “And you 
have papers, too!” cried Bobby when 
the familiar little papers were brought 
out. “I like this nearly as well as our 
school.” 





“And we have entertainments, too, 
don’t we, Mamma?” said Joe Hobart. 
“If you don’t get to go home to-day 
we'll give an entertainment for you to- 
night.” 

So that night there was more singing 
and the children spoke pieces, and Mr. 
Hobart told them Bible stories and Mr. 
Bliss read from a book of Bible tales 
and Mrs. Bliss sang and played, so that 
every one was amazed when the clock 
struck nine. 

“Come back again!” called the little 
Hobarts when the road was cleared and 
the big automobile started on its way. 
“We like to have you.” 

“We will go back soon,” whispered 
Mr. Bliss to the children, “and we'll 
take them a magic lantern and some 
Bible pictures for their Sunday-school. 
That is a little secret, so you must not 
tell it.” 

So the Bliss children are looking for- 
ward to getting back to the tiny Sun- 
day-school very soon with the big, splen- 
did magic lantern and all the books and 
papers they have collected for the Ho- 
bart children. And what do you think? 
They never, never say “the poor little 
Hobart children” since they went out to 
see them that winter day and were 
snowed in for two whole days. Can you 
guess why? 


Kenton, Oun10, 





Books Worth Noting 











Mandarin and Missionary in Cathay 
(By Ernest F. Borst-Smith, F.R.G.S.). 
—This fascinating review _ stretches 
across two millenniums, from before 
the time when the Napoleon of China 
built the Great Wall, to the exciting 
days of the Boxers and the White Wolf. 
While the story claims to be only the 
history of Yenanfu, city and section, 
it has also thrown light on much that is 
characteristically Chinese. Shensi Prov- 
ince is coming into prominence commer- 
cially, and $250,000 of machinery has 
been sent there to exploit the oil fields. 
The best part of this story is, however, 
its missionary annals, and it gives us an 
idea of the missionary’s difficulties as 
well as of his delights. To meet the 
people, the author tells us, is easy and 
enjoyable, but to move them is another 
matter. “China is a land of walls.” Yet 
under the preaching of Christ some 
walls are crumbling. (E. P. Dutton and 
Company, New York, $1.75 net.) 


Why I Believe the Bible (B-- David 
James Burrell, D.D.).—Two things are 
usually necessary in connection with the 
Bible, the confutation of opponents and 
the confirmation of friends. This vol- 
ume is intended specifically to do the 
latter work, though it will not be with- 
out real value for the former. In 21 
chapters Dr. Burrell gives reasons for 
the hope that is in him in regard to the 
Word of God, including such timely and 
important topics as the Claim, the 
Unity, the Sufficiency, the Authority, 
the Trustworthiness, and the Influence 
of the Scripture. As a popular state- 
ment it is admirable, and could hardly 
be improved. It is written out of a 
long spiritual life and a rich pastoral 
experience, With ample knowledge it 
shows that “Christ is faithful, and that 
the Bible is a dependable Book to live 
by and die by.” So clear and concise a 
presentation ef the main reasons for 
faith in thee Bible is particularly wel- 
come, and preachers and teachers will 
find the book specially valuable in their 
work, (Fleming H. Revell Company, 
New York, $1 net.) 


The Royal Psalm (By A. C. Gaebe- 
lein)—It must indeed have been a 
“startling event for the heaven of 
heavens” when a Man entered amidst 
the angelic hosts and the spirits of just 
men made perfect, and received from 
God the Father the place at His right 
hand. The Editor of Our Hope com- 
ments on the wonder of this event in his 





rich exposition of the tr1roth Psalm. 
Jesus himself quoted the Psalm to assert 
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For 10 cents 7 new complete services will be sent 


any one. 
IMA AST SONGS No. 1. 

— y EAS aS for this book of ae E. 
for the Primary Department. 

EASTER HELPER No. 4. Exercises, Recitations, 
Drilis. 15 cents. 


New Song St - 15cents. THE CAPTAIN OF 
THE UARD, by Yale and Geibzel. 


Free Sample Anthems, Returnable Cantatas, or any- 
thing else supplied upon receipt of request. 

Hall-Mack Co. ) 1018-20 Arch Street, Phila., Pa. 

Adam Geibel Co. § 339S.Wabash,Chicago(Agency) 


EASTER MUSIC 


SPECIAL OFFER 
Send 30 cents for 
10 Complete Easter Services 
Send 75 cents for 
26 Complete Easter Services 
Each Service is complete in itself and contains 
sixteen pages of choice Carols. ° 
ter Catalogue of Post Cards, Booklets, 
Novelties, Cards—sent Free upon request. 


MacCalla &Co.,Inc.,219 Desk St. 


ASTER IS EARL 


We have 2 new services, 2 new 

Folders of Songs for Beginners and 

Primary children, song stories, oc- 

tavo anthems, Choir cantatas, etc., of our own 

publication, and in addition furnish anything 

gen by others. Send to us for samples, 
ou will like our quick, courteous service. 


THE HEIDELBERG P Publishers of music for 


those who discriminate 


Fifteenth and Race Streets, Philadelphia, Penna. 


FREE Sampie@pies 
EASTER SERVICES 


SEND TO-DAY FOR FREE COPY 


BENTLEY D. ACKLEY, Publisher 
1020 Arch Street, - - Philadelphia, Pa. 


ie e e 5 
Wedding Invitations 
Engraved 
You can’t afford to place your order where cheapness 
of production is the thing strived for, rather than the 
quiet elegance and strict adherence to correct social 


orm which characterizes OUR WORK. Samples 
mailed on request. 


Dearcourt Cp. 


MANUFACTURING STATIONERS AND ENGRAVERS, LOUISVILLE, KY. 
SEVEN-CENT MEALS £:.5 per week 


meals with recipes and directions. 10 Cents or 4 cents 
and two names interested in Domestic Science. 


AM, SCHOOL HOME ECONOMICS, 502 W. 69th St., Chicago 


“A ‘One Book Library’ for 
Sunday-School Workers ”” 


















































How to Conduct 
a Sunday-School 


By MARION LAWRANCE 


Secretary of the International Sunday 
hool Association. ~ 
Rewritten and Revised. New edition. 
Thoroughly up-to-date. 

** He is a wise worker who will adaf/ as 
well as adopt what he reads. These 
pages are filled with details, specific 
and practical, for which a host of 
workers have longed and prayed. 
The book gives the cream of life-lon 
experience and observation. It wil 
become a text-book for instruction 
and reference in many a Sunday- 
school, institute, assembly, college 
andseminary. In its concrete details 
lies its unique and practical service. 
Every superintendent, teacher, pas- 
tor, officer should own it.” 


$1.25 postpaid 


The Sunday School Times Co., 
1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 





Personal : mace the money with your order 
saves both yourself and us time and expense. 
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LESSON FOR FEB. 17 (Mark 4: 1-20) 









What is predestination? 
ee 
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its Davidic authorship, its inspiration, 
His own deity, and His throne rights. 
Mr. Gaebelein points out an inaccuracy 
in the generally accepted interpretation. 
The statement, “Thy people shall be 
willing in the oy of thy power,” can- 
not possibly apply to the Church, he 
tells us. Because His people who are 
willing here and now are willing in this 
the day of his rejection. The willing 
eople in the day of his power will be 
teory when he comes the second time. 
How Jesus fulfilled by his humiliation 
one of the statements of this Psalm, 
“He shall drink of the brook in the 
way,” is strikingly described. (Our 
Hope Publication Office, 456 Fourth 
Avenue, New York City, 10 cents.) 


Our Troublesome Religious Ques- 
tions (By- Edward Leigh Pell, D.D.).— 
Never has the interrogation point been 
so-much in evidence as in the present 
age. Nor is this to be wondered at or 
¢leprecated. Man is so constituted that 
he must inquire; and when it comes to 

uestions of religion, the surprise 
should be felt least of all, because of 


* the supreme importance of the themie. 


Dr. Pell rightly thinks it a great hin- 
drance to the spread of religion if any 
handicap is placed on religious teachers. 
There are, of course, those whose 
questions are due to mere curiosity or 
worse, but there are others who sin- 
cerely desire to know, and these merit 
sympetny and should obtain all possible 
elp. 

>In this book eighteen questions are 
propounded and answered, and while all 
of them are in one way or another 
“troublesome,” Dr. Pell’s treatment is 
frank, courageous, and for. the most 
part eminently satisfying. Among the 
problems are: “Why do colleges turn 
out so many unbelievers?” “Why do 
so many brilliant men reject Christian- 
ity?” “What is the trouble between re- 
ligion and science?” “Can an intelligent 
man believe in the Bible?” There are 
others equally vital, on all of which Dr. 
Pell writes wisely and well. Nothing 
could be better than that these prob- 
lems should be faced, and faced as they 
are here. The last chapter asks “How 
can I become a victorious Christian?” 
and the answer is admirably given. Let 
preachers, teachers, and workers among 
young men and women make a note of 
this virile book. (Fleming H. Revell, 
New York, $1.25 net.) 


The Necessity of Christ (By W. E. 
Orchard, D.D.).—It is almost a proverb 
that “confession is good for the soul,” 
and when a man frankly tells his own 
spiritual experiences and recounts the 
steps of his pilgrimage it is usually in- 
teresting, and often “good” for others 
whether they agree or not. The author 
of this book tells of how it fared with 
him, how he tried one after another of 
the modern conceptions of Christ, only 
to find them wanting, and how at last 
he reached the “old home” even 
though it meant going round the world 
to find the shortest way back. It is 
with this experience he now writes of 
the “Necessity of Christ,” and in a 
series of chapters points out the neces- 
sity in relation to Thought, Religion, 
Christianity, Personality, Society, and 
God: In each chapter the reader is 


faced with the thoughts of a singularly 
acute, alert, fearless, and forceful mind, 
one which examines and explores every- 
thing, takes nothing for granted, and 
yet fifids in the Divine Incarnation of 
Christ all he needs. 

But while heartily agreeing with the 
goal reached, it is impossible to accept 
all the processes of the writer’s argu- 
ment. Thus the chapter on Society is 
a wond rf.l picture of modern com- 
plexity and helplessness, and of the need 
of a dominating force if life is to be set 
right, and yet not a word is suggested of 
that coming of the Lord in which alone 
there is ho. for the world, Then, too, 
no reference is made to the Holy Spirit’s 
dynamic for human life. And while 
there is much said about the Cross, no 
S ggestion is given as to how it works 
on man and satisfies his needs. If 
these matters of supreme importance, 
which have to be inserted by each rv.Jter 
for himself, were only stated and their 
values shown, the book would be well- 
nigh perfect. 

But taking it as it stands, the treat- 
ment on its own lines is one of the 
ablest, freshest, and most telling presen- 
tations of Christ for modern needs. It 
is in many respects just the book to 
give to an educated man who is puz- 
zled by modern thought. It is a new 
demonstration of the old thesis that 
Christianity is Christ. (E. P. Dutton 
and Company, New York, $1.25 net.) 


Sad 
“Ask Dad—He Knows!” 


( Continued from page 68) 


for many years Chief of the New York 
Fire Department, states: “From long 
observation of fires and their causes, 
extending over a period of twenty-seven 
years, a very considerable percentage of 
fires have been caused directly by the 
use of cigarettes. I am certain that 
after an examination of the fire losses 
in our cities and towns, the loss of life 
as well as property which has been 
caused by the cigarette-smoking habit 
woull be found to be appalling. The 
paper and light tobacco used in ciga- 
rettes hold fire for some time, usually 
until the entire remnant, which has been 
thrown away, has been consumed. The 
majority of cigarette smokers are care- 
less in the disposition of these remnants, 
and usually throw or drop them wher- 
ever they may be.” Say, Son, ’fess up 
now. How many cigarettes do the boys 
smoke a day? How many do you? 

Son: Wel, sometimes five or ten, and 
some days a whole box. 

Dad: You do! Well, just listen to 
this: Dr. J. J. Kellogg says, “A few 
months ago I had all the nicotine re- 
moved from a cigarette, making a solu- 
tion out of it, I injected half the quan- 
tity into a frog with the effect that the 
frog died almost instantly. The rest 
was administered to another frog with 
like effect. Both frogs were full grown, 
and of average size. The conclusion is 
evident that a single cigarette contains 
poison enough to kill two frogs. A boy 
who smokes twenty cigarettes a day has 
inhaled enough poison to kill forty 
frogs. Why does the poison not kill the 
boy? It does kill him. If not immedi- 
ately, he will die sooner or later of weak 
heart, Bright’s disease, or some other 
malady which scientific physicians every- 
where now recognize as a natural result 
of chronic nicotine poisoning.” 

Son: Dad, you’ve told me something: 
Doctor, Fire Chief, Judge, Cigar Mak- 
ers’ Union, Railroads, Cadillac Co., Mike 
Donovan, Home Run Baker. Well, I 
guess I don’t know more than they do. 
This is the end of you, old cig! Here- 
after it’s “Ask Dad—He Knows.” (The 
son hands over to his father the remain- 
ing cigarettes he has in his desk.) 


Newakk, N. J. 
we 
What did a Bible manuscript look 


like? Where were they found? By 
whom? No need to be in ignorance 


about such questions as these if you 
have Prof. Ira M. Price’s book “The 
Ancestry of Our English Bible,” pub- 





lished at $1.50 by The Sunday School 
Times Company. 5 
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Was Your War 
Garden a Success ? 


mE i Last summer saw thousands of first 


attempts at gardening. Many folks gathered ‘ 
bg harvests and cojoyada goodnew im guren 
things never knew before. Others cropped mostly 
experience. To them seeds were simply seeds. 
This year there should tg oo" 
successful gardens % i) "t 
gamble in seeds.” Buy sas 


FERRY’S SEEDS 


and be sure as scientific seed selection can make you 
that your garden will be a success. 

Ferry’s Seeds are pedigreed seeds. They fro 
plants Known for sturdy growth, ample cubation =a 
the most luscious quality. Each year the seed crops of 
all Ferry's Seeds are tested to make sure the family traits 
are keeping up. 

Doubtful seeds are dear at ice. Be that 
the seeds you plant this your are Feny's Seeds. 

The Ferry Seed Annual will be sent 


you on re « Fi "e S 
are sold by ‘ao lers y~ ad. ng 


D. M. FERRY & CO. 

















is the title of our 1918 catalogue—the most beautiful and complete horticultur ul 
publication of the year—really a book of 192 pages, 16 colored plates and ove- 
1000 photo engravings, showing actual results without exaggeration. It is a mine 
of information of everything in Gardening, either for pleasure or profit, and em- 
bodies the results of over seventy years of practical experience. To give this 
catalogue the largest possible distribution we make the following unusual offer: 


Every Empty Envelope 
Counts As Cash 
To every one who will state where this advertisement was seen and who encloses 20 cents 
we will mail the catalogue And Also Send Free of Charge 
Our Famous “HENDERSON” COLLECTIONZOF SEEDS 


ini h of Ponderosa Tomato, Big Boston Lettuce, White Tipped 

cont tet Medi vdieh, | ot ee tavincible Asters, Hend jerson’ sBrilliant Mixture Pop- 
t Waved Spence ; 

ane ned, wil be accepted as a 2%-cent cash pea on any order amounting to $I. 

and upward. With the Henderson Collection will be sent our new booklet,’ Better Gardens.’’ 


© Sweet Peas, in a coupon envelope, which, when — 


35 & 37 


PETER HENDERSON & CO. covtssor ss 


New YorK City 








GOD'S BOOK +» GOD’S BOY 


By A. F. SCHAUFFLER, D.D., President New York City Mission Society 


‘‘Here is a Boy. In front of him is a Teacher. In his hand each holds the Bible. 
What is that Teacher's business? “To get the Book into the Boy's mind. Into the 
Boy's heart no Teacher can get the Book. ‘That is the work of the Holy Spirit. But 
the Teacher can get the Book into the Boy's head provided he know two things— 
the Book and the Boy. If he know only the Book, he will fall short of his tasx. Ifhe 
know only the Boy, he will fail. But if he know both the Book and the Soy, he can, 
with God's blessing, hope to succeed.”’ 


Thus, in arresting fashion, does Dr. Schauffler describe a process of which his 
own book is an admirable example. He undoubtedly possesses the dual knowledge of 


which he speaks, and the results of such equipment are every- s 
where apparent in this book of fine Bible-talks. $1.00 postpaid 


For sale by THESUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES CO., 1031 Walnut Street, Philadelphia 

















WILLIAMS PIANOS | ooh. iin snything advertised in this paper 

concerning anything advertised in this paper, 
AND ORGANS £07, homes and, churches sent on | you will oblige the publishers, as well as 
terms. Send for free ca‘ . State which—piano ororgan, | the advertiser, by stating that you saw the 


Williams Piano & Organ Co., Desk T Chicago | advertisement in The Sunday School Times. 
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Couig’] Library 
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Feeling 


all run-down 


O many of us— young and 
old alike—say “Oh, I can’t 
enjoy things—I just don’t feel 
like it.” And so, run down in 
body and spirit, we drift along from 
day to day toward the very brink of 
a nervous breakdown, and yet if only 
we would realize that the source of 
the trouble is nearly always poor 


nutrition. 


To be of aid in bettering nutrition 
and so help the weary and run-down 
back to renewed health and vigor is 
the very mission of Sanatogen, the 
scientific food-tonic. A mission which 
it has splendidly fulfilled according 
to the testimony of competent medi- 
cal authorities.* 


For Sanatogen, you should know, 
carries to the very blood and nerve 
centers the elements (protein and 
organic phosphorus) that make for 
robust nerves and well-knit bodies. 
And more— Sanatogen carries these 
essential foods in such a form that 
even the most anaemic system can 
easily assimilate them. Judge whether 
any ordinary tonic could gain the 
endorsements Sanatogen has gained 
—endorsements such as those from 
Mme. Olive Schreiner Mme. Sarah Grand 
Lady Henry Somerset John Burroughs 
Col. Henry Wattegson Sir Gilbert Parker 
—and then ask yourself if you can- 
not put your full trust in this food- 
tonic to help you back to a full en- 
joyment of life and health. 





*Dr. Arthur F. Hopkirk, M. D.., in his text- 
book on “‘Influenza’’ (Scribner’s, 1914) says: 
**_Sanatogen stands forth pre-eminent as 
atonic food. This is no mere expression of 
an individual opinion’but the statement of 
a fact firmly established by a vast array of 
clinical experiences.’’ 


* « + 


Sent free on request—an interesting 
booklet, which tells in an entertaining 
Recto cad Somaya ea 

ievement $s . 
Address Bauer ‘Chemical Co., Inc., 


26G Irving Place, New York City. 








Sold by Drug Awarded 
Stores — every- Grand Prize 
ve. Three International 
Sizes—$/.00, Congress .0, 
$/.90,an Medicine, 
60. Noad- Lendoa, 

i 1913. 
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The Young People’s ) 
Prayer-Meeting 
By Robert E. Speer 





February 24. The Power of the Cross in Asia. 
Psa. 96: 1-13. 

March 3. Christian Duty and Privilege. III. | 
Prayer. John 14: 12-17. Consecration } 
meeting.) | 
March to. Making the Most of Ourselves. 
Eph. 4: 11-16. 
March 17. The Art of Living with Others. 
1 Pet. 3: 8-16. 





Sunday, February 17 


What My Church Is Doing 
(1 Thess. 1: 2-8) 


(May be led by the pastor). - 





Daily Readings for Preceding Week 


Mon.—Preaching (Rev. 3: 7-12). 

Tues.—Building up the saints (Eph. 3: 
1-16). 

Wed.—Missionary work (Acts 13: 1-12). 

Thurs.—Teaching the young (Deut. 6: 


3-9). 
Fri.—Social work (John 12: 1-8). 
Sat.—Community work (Acts 9: 36-43). 











What special work is our church doing? 

What needs to be done in the community 
by our church? 

How can we increase our usefulness? 


different lands. It has schools of its own 
for preparing ministers, and in its own 
schools and in the universities it has 
also its young men and women who will 
not be ministers but who will minister. 
It is preaching the Gospel in many ways, 
but it is not preaching it in all the ways 
.it ought unless it is preaching it also 
through “me,” that is, through every 
member of the church and of évery or- 
ganization of the church. Some of the 
most effective preaching must be this 
preaching through the common folk of 
the membership. Charles Simeon tells 
in a letter quoted in his biography of 
receiving nineteen persons into his 
church in Cambridge after a long ab- 
sence on a trip to Scotland, and he re- 
joices that “not one of them owed his 
first impression to my ministry. All 
were awakened either gradually and in- 


sation with one or other of my people.” 
ye 
The Great Commission was not a 
charge to apostles only. “Let him that 
heareth say, Come!” 
“My church” exists to do what Jesus 
enjoined upon Peter. “Feed my lambs. 
Feed my skeep.” 


If any folk, young or old, are starving 
in the church, their souls unfed and their 
energies lying idle or drying up, the 
church is not doing its work for Christ. 
In the true fold the sheep go out and 
come in and find pasture. he church 
is fulfilling this task by the sermons and 
worship of the Lord’s day by the study 
of the Bible in the Bible school and by 
Bible reading and family worship at 
home. If we are leaving out the last 
we can’t reproach the church if it does 
not edify us. We are not giving it a 
chance, 

If we build up ourselves in our most 
holy faith the church will find its work 
easy in us. aw 


“My church” is a missionary church. 
It began at Jerusalem. If it stops there 
no one will be likely to know that it has 
made a beginning. It looks around the 
corner. It turns in upon the slum and 
the dark quarter. It cares for Lazarus 
at the gate. If it doesn’t, its charity 
will never reach Lazarus over in the ad- 
joining country. Beginning at Jeru- 
salem it comprehends Judea and Sa- 


immigrant communities, industrial con- 
ditions. Whatever ought to be dealt 
with by the church it deals with. And it 





goes out to the uttermost parts of the 
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“c Y Church” is preaching the Gos- | 
pel to all kinds of people in many | 


sensibly by God himself, or by conver- | 


| earth. Not much else that is unselfish 


does. Many agencies which boast much 
of themselves and depreciate the church 


| have a very short projectile-range. 


The light that shines farthest shines 


_ brightest at hore. 


“Unto the uttermost.” “Unto this 
last” are Christian mottoes. 
ye 


“My church” is serving persons in the 
name of Christ. It treats them as per- 
sons, not as bodies to be healed or 
economic units to be adjusted, but as 
souls having bodies. It feeds them and 
it tries to put into them the spirit of 
helping others. It does this in Christ’s 
name, not in the name of “efficiency” or 
“social service.” But it is not Christian. 
if it is not efficient and if it is not among 
men, that is, in society, as one that 
serves. Christ’s name includes all that 
is good and true, and the Church speaks 
it and doesn’t hide it, It gives him the 
glory of it. 


Whatever any Christian is doing unto 
Christ “my church” is doing. 
All the people of God are “my people.” 


The soul that calls Christ “mine” does 
nes manepeue him. It universalizes 
itself. 


New York City. 












question: How can I produce the 
™ost food in spare moments? How 
meet increased costs and war taxes? 


IRON AGE WheiPice 


Bateman M’f’g Co., Boz 678 Grenloch, 4.3. 





When answering advertisements mention this paper 








Teacher-T raining 
With the Master Tcacher 
By C. S. Beardslee,.D.D, 

Price, 50 cents, net. 


Tue Sunpsy ScHoot Times Comeany 
zrogt WatNUT Street, PHirapecpuia, Pa. 











Here and Now Ra 


K. L. 

If you can grasp the lesson (at the right) 
within 5 minutes, you should learn the 
——— of K. I. SHORTHAND in 5 
ours of spare time—after which acguire 
speed rapidly. 

This is the perfected quick and easy 
method. If you wish to know how fast 
it is possible to write by K. I. Shorthand, 
ask somebody to read this whole advertise- 
ment rapidly within a few minutes by your 
| watch. Thus you'll realize the speed with 
which you should write after pleasant home 
or office practice. 

Hindrances of old systems eliminated ; 


mule cart. 





OW SEE WHAT WE SAVE YOU. 


time. 


eee FREE OF CHARGE. K.I. 


and 


superior in merit and standing to K. I. 
ditions under which we sell this to you! 
for speed. 


ony order, check, dol- 
n y 1. lar bill or stamps now and 
agree to pay $4.00 more 
for the K. I. Shorthand Outfit when it comes to 
ou. Or save details by sending fs with your 
rst letter. We are an established corporation, 
authorized capital $100,000. Vour good will and 
Ay + qpeaeee ions to /riends are what we mean 
to have. 





8 South Wabash Avenue 
EA-157, CHICAGO, ILLINOIS 





l Name and Postal Address 





LEARN IN 5 MINUTES 


This Specimen Lesson—and Whole Course in 5 Hours 


| no shading, no disjoined vowel symbols, no ruled lines, no positions 
—and you can read your own notes readily after months or years. 
Hence K. I, Shorthand is valuable for private notes, messages, etc. 

With K. 1. Shorthand you can take dictation in English, and 
adapt the system to French, Spanish, Portuguese and 18 other lan- 
guages, in a practical way. 
astounds experts of old systems. 
as an aéroplane is ahead of a kite or an automobile is superior to a 
Prove it for yourself! 


Amazing Offer to 


Most of the shorthand systems are taught at twenty to eighty dollars, 
and “oO 3 to 6 months’ hard study—a bi 


the complete system of simple, easily followed instryctions will be sup- 
plied in an outfit for only $5, postpaid. _Moreover—and this is impor- 
tant—you will be entitled to whatever special instruction you need b 
Shorthand is the GENUIN 
IGINAL, One month's trial to prove all we assert. 
That you may have no doubts, we offer to refund your money if you 
cannot learn (one month’s trial) and to pa $5 000.00 in cash for a system 
gab THAND applicable 


Learn in § hours; then practice 


KING INSTITUTE 


= oe ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee oe es. 2 ew oe Uh Um LD a (“GGG OG OG OU. OUR OR. OD OU OG 
| f KING INSTITUTE: Send K. I. Shor hand Course, complete, with money refund 


maria,—city missions, frontier missions, | » cate of enrollment entitling me to free private correspondence instruction. 


Se ee oe ee ee a ee ee ee 





Here's \ pand,this isOa Write 


the two together, and you have No pe 
Here's { th To meke path you sim- 
ply write Ye and with these two eosy 


Tonys 
movements of your pencil, you have 
mede a word that needs 16 pencil 
movements: when writteh in long hand, 


Here's \ & so it is cesy to mite 


4 at, A top and \P pat. 


Already you have learned four K.I. 
Shorthand signs you won't forget. 

With the other signs and easy di- 
rections you can learn to ipidicate 
every word in the dictionary in 
querter to twentieth of the time fRe- 
quired in ordinary writing, as ra p- 
idly as words are spoken! 











This method is so easy to learn that it 
It is as far ahead, we maintain, 


You 





expense in money and 
e offer K, I. Shorthand, 


to the con- 


At the lecture 


Here’s your opportu- 

our nity to acquire very 

valuable efficiency at 

trifling cost. We will mail a pamphlet with further 

information, guerences, etc., if desired. Order to- 

day and you'll be delighted with what comes to 

you. Remember you are entitled to free corre- 

| agpemens og instruction to improve your capability 
lor speed, etc., in your own vocation. 





154 East Thirty-second Street 
EA-157, NEW YORK, N. Y. 





eee and certifi- § 
Enclosed is remittance. t 
s & ea oie Vie Gre. od ee Bee ee eee 


et. « (EArs57) ' 
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